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Change of Mass Standard
in Modern Japan

Shigeo Iwata

Tracing the changes of mass standard by
basis of the

weights, nominal gold and silver coins, and

statistical calculation on the

metrological conversion tables in modern Japan,
the author has obtained the following results :

There had been no great change in mass
standard in modern Japan, its mean value
during 298 vyears from 1573 to 1870 being
3.736x107%kg per “momme”.

Since the beginning of 19th century, mass
standard has been rising enormously, and
especially, its mean value during 37 years from
1834 to 1870 reached 3.756x107%kg. In 1871,
the “Regulation of New Coins” was enacted and
1 “momme” was determined at 3.756521 x 103
kg, but it was not universally observed.

The mean value during 20 years from 1871
was 3.750% 107%kg. This value was adopted in
the “Law of Weights and Measures” in 1891,
and continued till the Shaku-Kan system was
abolished,
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