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Introduction of Western Weights and Measures
into Japan (III)

Manpei HASHIMOTO

It was absolutely necessary for those
Japanese of the late Tokugawa era who aimed
at receiving Western culture, to recognize
the interrelation of the Western weights and
measures to those of Japan. The necessity was
urgent among the medical, scientific and
artillery persons. Hence, in the books
written by these persons are found numerous
pages devoted to the descriptions of Western
weights and measures. In this paper are given
the citations from the following books of
such nature and my annotations to them.

Kyuri Tsu [%5¥85@] by HOASHI Banri [ 2

77 H]

Rigaku Teiyo [ ¥ % {2 % ]

Genkyo [Ji o #E]

Seiyo Doryoko[FE{¥EE#] by Kosai Aovama

[ L=ik]

Ensai Hyoryo Shakudo Ko (EPFEBRE#E] by

Seikyo Sugita [# H gk ]

Kinryo Fu Shakuryo Tekiyo[fr &M R Bi5%E)]

by Shuheki Ono [/NEFfkEE]

By inspection of these literatures,
however, it becomes fairly certain that their
knowledge about the Western weights and
measures was not necessarily exact. Two
grounds for such a situation might be pointed
out: (1) that these persons had no sufficient
understanding of weights and measures per se
and (2) that no real object which
materializes the Western weights and
measures had ever been imported into Japan.

Individually, this paper discusses Mthe
reception of the metre, @ the length of
Kanejaku[#h R], @grain, the standard of
mass, @ the density as well as & Kosei
Shinpen B4 #7%%] and the density.

by Hirose
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