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}:ﬁ Life history of Sepedon sauteri Hendel (Diptera, Sciomyzidae)

fly j By Akira Nagatomi and Kanetoshi Kushigemachi
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Figs. 1-6. Sepedon sauteri Hendel [ 1: the egg-masses (on the leaves

of a floating weed) ; 2: the egg-masses (on the leaves of a rice plant)

which had been parasitized by Trichogramma japonicum Ashmead; 3:

the larva which is feeding on Lymnaea (Galba) ollula Gould; 4: the
pupa; 5: the habitat; 6: the adults in copulal.
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Table 1. Developmental period of Sepedon sauteri Hendel.

No. of Duration (days) of each stage
Date of s i
hatching ! ndi- egg 1st | Sk pupa | total
viduals instar I 2nd 3rd \ sum
April 6, 1964 | 12 — 3 3 4—5 | 10—11| 6—38 —
June 5, 1963 | 10 4 — — — 8—11 | 5—6 | 19—21
Aug. 5, 1963 8 3 2 2—3 3 7— 8| 4—5 | 14—15
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Summary A,
. do
The results of our observation on the biology of Sepedon sauteri Hendel are as pa
follows. by
The adult is found along the paddy-field, ditch, pond, etc, and lays the egg-mass Eb
on the leaves of various plants growing close by the water. co.
The larva, which has difficulty in respiration below the water and floats on the top ]
of the water, attacks Lymnaea (Galba) ollula Gould, which is an intermediate host ne:
of the fluke, at the edge of the water. It passes three instars and kills six to sixteen Br
snails until pupation which takes place throughout the waterside. ’
It seems that the reproduction occurs from April to September in which a number
of generations comes to pass and the hibernation is made only at the adult stage.
The developmental period is shown in Table 1. (
It is interesting to note that the egg is parasitized by Trichogramma japonium Ash- r
mead which is a natural enemy of the rice stem borer, Chilo suppressalis Walker.
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