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Synopsis Mixed mesodermal tumor of the uterine body is a rare malignant tumor consisting of an
admixture of both carcinomatous and heterologous sarcomatous elements. A case of mixed mesodermal
tumor was experienced and reported in this paper.

The patient is 61 years old, gravid 2. Preoperative diagnosis was carcinosarcoma of the endometrium.
Gross findings of the removed uterus appeared two tumors which arisen from the uterine fundus and had
a tendency to proliferate toward the uterine cavity and to form polypoid lesions. Postoperative cytological
and pathological examination revealed mixed mesodermal tumor which was characterized by an admixture
both a differentiated adenocarcinoma and a rhabdomyosarcoma with cross striation in cytoplasma.
Unfortunately she died 18 months after hysterectomy. Autopsy study revealed the extensive metastasis.

Segments of polypoid tumor were fixed in glutaraldehyde, processed by critical point drying, coated
with gold, then observed with scanning electrone microscopy. The surface of tumor was basically made
of three different types of cells; the first cells which occupy the most part of surface of tumor and compose
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of uniformed small cells with short microvilli are interpreted as endometrial surface epithelium, the second
cells which consist of minimal cellular pleomorphism and form papillary cluster are interpreted as
endometrial adenocarcinoma. The third cells which appear marked pleomorphism with large polygonal
surface-cvtoplasmic membrane are interpreted as sarcomatous tissue.

Key words: Mixed mesodermal tumor - Uterine corpus » Scanning electron microscopy
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