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Max Weber’s Concept of Cultural Science (Kulturwissenshaft) and the
Theory of Value-relation (Weltbeziehung) :

The First Part of “Max Weber’s Framework of Science Theory and the
Concept of Ideal Type (An Re-interpretation from a Viewpoint of
‘Pluralistic-ontology’)”.

SATO Harukichi *

Abstract: This paper is the first part of a series of researches which aimed to make clear the
meaning of the compositive framework of Max Weber’s social science theory, and solve the
ontological implications of his ‘ideal type’ theory from the viewpoint of ‘pluralistic-ontology’
conceived by the author. This series of researches is composed of three papers including this
paper and two other papers which will subsequently be carried in this Review. This research
about ‘ideal type theory’ follows on from my previous paper “Max Weber’s Value-freedom Theory
and the Premises of its View-of the-world” carried on this Review vol.41 no.1, in 2005. In this
paper, from the view point of pluralistic-ontology, I focused specifically on Max Weber’s concept of
‘cultural science’ and his valuerelation theory to re-interpret and explicate their meanings.
‘Cultural science’ means a social science which focuses on the meaning and the value which the
cultural phenomena contain. It is the concept of ‘value-relation’ derived from Rickert that works as
the core significant notion in the cultural science. For Weber, the value-relation theory mediates
between the subjective value idea of the researcher and the values of the objective cultural
phenomena. In this paper, I clarified the difference of the meaning of the value-relation between
Weber and Rickert. And I argued that the understanding of Weber’s cultural science approves the
unique ontological dimension of the value. But the other hand, he holds an idea that has an
affinity to realism in empirical science which has independent criterion for objective knowledge. It
is quite different from Rickert’s idealistic value philosophy. The meaning of Weber’s notion of
‘cultural science’ will be fully clarified when we understand it in relation to another scientific
concept, ‘real science (Wirklichkeitswissenschaft)’. This problem will be discussed in the following

paper.

Keywords: Max Weber, Heinrich Rickert, Karl Marx, ideal type, value-freedom, objectivity of
social scientific knowledge, cultural science, value-relation, real science, causality,

‘pluralistic-ontology’, critical realism
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