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A Note on The Global Civil Society Yearbooks, 2001-2012

TAKASHIMA Masaharu *

Abstract: We have witnessed the so-called “explosive” development of Global Civil Society (GCS)
since the 1990s onward. It can be said that GCS has been characterized as the effort to pursue
possibilities of civil society in the search for a post-Cold-War new world order. The Global Civil
Society Yearbook, published almost annually during this decade by the London School of
Economics (LSE), mainly its Centre for Global Governance, has led various discussions relating to
GCS, theoretical/conceptual as well as practical. This article, firstly, introduces the editorial
scheme of the Yearbook. Then, tracing the Yearbook’s development during this decade, some
critical issues such as the GCS concept and the Yearbook’s understanding of globalization are
taken up. In doing so, finally, this article tries to make clear their significant contribution to the

debate on GCS and on globalization as well.

Keywords: Globalization, Civil Society, Global Civil Society, Globalization from Below, Regressive
Globalism
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