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The Structural Transformation of the Publics
and the Associational Revolution

Yoshiyuki Sato
Faculty of Literature
Waseda University

Abstract

In this paper, [ would like to define the publics as the open social spaces where
each individual opens one’s own private life outward, and practices discourses and
actions based on the ethics of civil society.

Then I propose the three types of civil, official and communal publics, and
discuss the relationship among them.

“Civil society” used here is characterized by civil publics which are consisted
of the population of non-profit and non-governmental associations. It is, therefore,
different from “bourgeoisie society” based on the capitalistic economy model. Civil
society 1s non-capitalistic structure in capitalistic society.

The great stream of history is toward civil society to respect human rights from
feudal and absolute society where the freedom of individual was suppressed. Historically,
the first structural transformation of the publics was achieved by civil revolution. The
second transformation took place in the age of imperialism when civil publics were
denied. The third transformation has begun after 1960’s through “new social

movements . In this paper, the associational revolution means the volunteer revolution.

keywords:

three types of publics, civil society, fiction of law, association, volunteer.
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