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Ethics of Care and Public Policy

Yoshinori HIROT*

Abstract

The Concept of “Care” has wide-ranging meanings. In this article, how this concept has been
discussed in the last decades in Japan is broadly reviewed first. Then a perspective is presented regarding the
ethics of care, paying attention to the situation of ‘social isolation’ in the current Japanese society and the
characteristics of its human relationship. And the two contrasting views about the meaning of care are
examined drawing on the discussion by Carol Gilligan and the different political philosophies of liberalism and
communitarianism. Lastly, based upon these arguments and from the viewpoint of ‘economic evaluations of
care,’ the relationship between care and market economy and the reexamination of the concept of productivity
are discussed, and the relevant public policy is presented having the comprehensive understandings of care,
community and nature in perspective.

Keywords : ethics of care, social isolation, political philosophy, economic evaluation of care, community and
nature
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