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The Ezo Magistrate Decree of 1778

Shunsuke AZUMA

NOTES AND SUGGESTIONS

This article examines a historical document (Ezo
Magistrate Decree) from the collection of National
Library of Russia in Saint-Petersburg.

The decree consists of four articles and was is-
sued in July 1778. It was issued by the Ezo Magistrate
to Shonko, an influential Ainu elder who lived in
Nokkamappu (present day Nemuro City). The de-
cree prohibited arguments and fighting, required
aftention fo be paid to the source of fires af the
Nokkamappu store (unjoya) where trade took
place between the Ainu and Japanese, defined
walys of aiding and handling shipwrecks of Japanese
ships, and required the Ainu to deliver sailors from
these shipwrecked vessels to Matsumae.

The decree is considered important and
ground-breaking in terms of medieval Ezo research
for the following five reasons. First, it is an original

document related to Ezo (not a copy). Second, it
provides information about the organization of the
Matsumae Clan. Third, it provides insight info the
conditions of Eastern Hokkaido. Fourth, it is the old-
est original document issued to the Ainu. Fifth, it
specifies in great detail the handling of shipwrecks
in Matsumae Ezo.

In 1778, a group of Irkutsk merchants led by
Shabalin crossed the sea to Nokkamappu where he
met with domainal vassals of the Matsumae clan.
The next year, in 1779, a group led by Antipin visited
Nokkamappu and Akkeshi for trade negoftiations.
The decree paper have a red wax seal of the
Russian-American Company. It was given from the
Ainu fo the Russians and added to the collection of
the Russian-American Company and then sent off
to Petersburg.
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