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8 kTo H1royuk1 Kato Esq

'vWe “have read with great pleasure,

your ques‘uons about our memorlal sent'.

to Sa- In In them, We/ see that you

looked at it with a, great deal of attentlon,

2 and’ we glaclly accept them asa krnd gift

: v, rather ‘than anythlng -else.. Should We'

» 'leave them without answermg, 1t Would

" he no less than fallure on our parts to o

. Tecognise your :so great a kindness We‘

- therefore state our oplmons as “follows.

man author s Work, 1s, in‘a vvord to

prove it ‘is essentlal for any supporters

of a partrcular 1nst1tut10n, or a form of

" government, ‘that they should first con—br
s1der the stage of the people’s advance—‘
ment and the par’ncular states of - thelr"

own country 5 this is. what European‘

boast as the main pomt of ¢ superlonty in

the pohtrcal theorles of the present above

that of the last - age. But, our. urgmg,‘

. the eXlgency that a parliament should

" be estabhshed ationce; is ‘but the results

of ‘sully con51der1ng-the necessary cir—
'cums’tancesi of the’emp‘ire; s0 that, - we
: regard ourselves as only follovvmg up
the pol1t1cal theorles of the 19th century.

The const1tut1on of the present ‘gov-

ernment is: not a Work ‘of a sxngle man,‘ ‘

or the few, above, but of many below,

‘ PR

“The translatlon, you ‘made from Ger- .

»—82—"

" that is; ﬁrst Romns raising the cry for' i

Restoratlon affected the follovvers of Dai-

3 mlos and the followers, " the Daimios .

themselves These three assomatmg their

- hearts with each other and uniting their
J,“strength put yet a young 'emperor at” -
“their head to: overthrow the Tychoonate,
",and ~upon formlng the institution, they, ey
. first put forth the Impenal Qath, that all

g measl{res Shouldk. be ’.decided in accord- " .-

ance: with the public opi'ni'o'n, or disscu-

Sion. Besides, they talled together Dai-
" mios, that they rnight'acctu'ally take their

parts i state affairs. '»Threreupon,, the surj‘ k

render to the empetor, of Dairn_ios’ do-:
minions'b'y themselves, and ‘three legal

systems -(Fu, Han, Ken,) ‘under one

. regulation. Atble'ast “The great task ‘of
: ‘abohshmg Hans and estabhshmg Kens”

was accomphshed CAlL the_se ‘being

~ taken from opinions of many, were virtu—

ally decided by the pubhc dlscussrons,

the 1mper1al government only reaping,

the results of vvhat had been already‘

crownéd. Thisis Why these changes could .

:be all s0 easﬂy and rapldly achreved

asif the greater the deed, the eas1er

After the abohsh1on of Hans, the de—-’

_puties havmg been no longer suffered to o

retain alone, the tendency of the govern~

i 'ment has been, ever since, approach—

"'ing . nearest “what' is termed ‘Oligarchy

in Enghsh Thrs evil must be remedred g
Setting the example of - Frederlck the»r'
Great. you prove the advantages of an
absolute monarchy ‘over the Represen-.

: 'tatrve system But this citation is hardly )

appllable to: the present. state\ of our =

4



N

empire. “Such examples as those of

o Charlemagne and Peter the Great are”

“‘says Mr. Mlll”“ls unfrequent that they

= can only) 'be classed wrth the happy-acei= .

dents. Tt would be absurd to construct
institutions . for the mere: purpose - of

taking advantage of such possihilities,

especially as men of this calibre; in any
distinguished position; - do - not - require .

‘despotic . power ~ to ‘enable ' them "to -

exert great influence, as'is evidenced

by~ the cases’ of Themistocles; and” the

first and third Williams of Orange.”” Now

Frederlck the Great -was the very same

'class .of men as Peter the Great -etc.

~We are self-confident that the great—
ness of His Magesty will not, in’ future, B
let Frederlck the Great etc remaln en— -

~grossing the glory alone. to _t‘hemselves'

in: Europe . (as'if it “were - the1r own

":”only) But His Magesty is young still.

=)
_Then, the estabhshment of a-parliament

is the only means left within our chmce,l

to meet the present exlgency so as to
“hold up our emplre from dechne, ‘say,
to string it up. Moreover to institute the

parliament. is, in’ fact, to perfect -the

system of esse'mBling the deputies from '

" "QOaths into their full effect. Does not it

therefore follow that to cite the" exam—

" ples-of- Frederlck the Great, leavmg the ’

present c1rcumstances of the ‘empire al-

'together out of sight, is unconsmouslyu

*ensuring the fallacy of the political

>the0r1es of the 18th century, though -

: the error is on the Very ‘opposite 51de?

By. the way, “you say that at the tlme

- of Frederlck not " only absolutlsm was .

prevalent throughout all states in Europe,

but. most of the great men, _then, hvmg,'
justified it; he was, the only one, who
.layingi bare the wrongness of arbitrary

poWer,\ advanced the rights “of ‘people

-and restraining himself, ref‘ormedk laws.

or. institutions under his administrations.

‘ Thus,'ih after-age, he is regarded as

the orlglnator of modern European pol—
1trcs Thrs 1is, however, not without ex=

aggeratronl Before Frederlck the Great'

. camé to the throne he was a worshlpper_;i

of Voltaire wlhose doctrine; when spread,

" brought about such an age, that ‘there
" was scaroely a-throne in Europe, which
was not filled by 'a liberal and reforming '
]kmg, ahheral and reformmg emp1re or.
| tstrangest of all, a liberal and reformlng
L pedple From thrs, you ‘can see what
~ was' the cause that drsposed ‘not only'

‘Frederlck the Great alone, but all - sov- !

efeigns in Edrope to reform..

" You say that it is not possﬂale to do

“for our country What Russ1a has not yet

done Thls is srmply, since Peter the -

Great Russians have always ‘had thelr

: v1gorous minded emperors and their able
__ Daimios, and to carry out the Imperlal Sl

mmlsters, by the hands of whom to the

- government has heen carrled on; befit—

ting it for their’ own  country! If you‘;

,therefore pay a httle attentlon to. Rus—

sian pohtxcs, you will - easﬂy perc1eve’
Why they do not have a parliament.

It is. not ‘our: busmess to:- cr1t1s1se
other’s -government, . there is. a ‘short -

remark on Russwln government ln Mr...

Mill’s: works, but we have no occasron

— 83 R



5 sarne author

RS vvllsh.,at ,all

’

B

even quote 1t If we. vreW Russw. from T

the pomts ‘of  civilization": only,

‘ themselves of their’ respectrve country

You say that the general ‘conditions -

parhament ought not yet to be estab—

hshed Well We say if your prem1se is

‘can.

S we a moment beheve that Ru551ans are’ !
behind Greek? But while the former are

: W1thout a parhament the latter avail -~
o of our people are, such therefore the

~true, 1t 1s so much necessary that the'

parllament should be estabhshed’ Agaln;‘_;_

you: say’ our. people is'too obedrent be-

cause theu‘ c1vrlrzat10n is lovv In th1s :

case, We fear, you turned - ‘your’ Words

upsrde ‘down.- Why? For the1r crvrhza—u' '

_ tion is low because they . are themSelves

"too’ obedrent and their bemg too obe-

drent is .the natural eflect (consequence)

k, _ of the. baclness of 1nst1tut10ns, by Wl’llCh

they have been hltherto government N
=).

: “Nothlng says Mr Mrll“ 1s niore. cer— s

Ctain that the nnprovement in human‘“

22 et

character > “Leavmg thlngs

bout them and acceptmg thelr results

: When chsagreeable, as a- vrsltatlon of Na-
. ture. Butto say this is'to’ say, 1f the whole"t,.

s testrmony of hrstory is Worth anythmg,

> affalrs is wholly the’ work of uncontended »
says the N
“ o the government is o

’synonymous Wlth carrymg nothlng a

that, the era of natlonal decline has a—, :

chleved that 18, 1f the natlon hacl ever .

attarned anythrng to, dechne from, if it
has never nsen above the condltlon of

Gooan Oriental people, in' that condmon it

connnues to stagnate 7 Therefore, if we -

to make the cond1t1on of

LR 84 —

our people, 1n general

v1mped1ment to ‘progress;  to

1mproved We ‘

- must ﬁrst of all, endeavour to, let . them' ;

renounce “thelr 'belng too obedient, and,

“in that place to recover, their naturally;‘
energetlc sp1r1ts But thls is only attaln—_
able by means. of correctlng the perm—
“clous parts of the 1nstLtut10n 50 as ren-
’dermg it favourahle to the- people s pro- :
gress?”’ “Indlspensable v1rture”“says M.
Mlll”“therefore in a government whlch

establish as itself over ‘a people of savage

O mdependence, 1s tHat 1t must make 1t>

obeyed (a despotlc government) ,‘What
people of slavery require, 1s nota govern--
ment of force but one .of guldance :

(a parental despotrsm or dn arlstocracy) -

) I need scarcely remark that such a gov-

‘ernment 1s only adnnrable as a’'means

of gradually tralnlng the people to Walkj E

alone (From thrs 1t may “be-- falrly

“infered. thus — that for a people above -

the conchtlon of. slavery, which is one”
- step in advance of savage, there_ls ,,but

‘one ft, form of ‘government — the repre

sentatlve )“To determine” says the same
author “the form of government Inost :
su1ted to any partlcular people, we must
be able, among the defects and shortcom—" '
1ng,‘ which belong ‘to’ that people, to.k
dlstmgulsh those, that “are 1mmecl1ate

dlscover

. what it is Whrch (as it were) steps the

Way — And (to grven the observatlon a
hlgher generahty) the form  of governe': :
"'ment, which is most effectual for carry— )
1ng a people through ‘the next stage of

progress will still be very lmproper for

them 1f it does thrs, in such a manner,"‘ :



; progress by defectlve adaptat1on of thelr’ :

s favourable, or not unfavourable, to”

B mrcumscrlbed

as to obstract, or positively ,unﬁt them.

i for?‘ the ‘;stepi next\‘beyond. The Egyptian

hlerarchy, i theQ par,erftal - despotism . of

'v k{China,vvere- very fitinstruments for carry—
rt‘mg those. - nanons to. the pomt of civ—
‘1hzat10n which. they attained. But, havmg
' reached that- point they. vvere, brought
to'a permanent‘halt' for Want of ‘mental_ e

rllberty and 1nd1v1dua11ty, requls1tes of'

lmprovement which the 1nsrtut10n, thatt. -

carried them thus for, entlrely mcapac—‘j' -

ititated them from acqulnng In all states:

(x=)

Cof human 1mprovement ever yet attdin-
ed the nature and degree of authonty:"
- exercrsed over 1nd1v1duals the distribu-
tion of power and the condltlon of com;y !

' mand and obedlénce, are. the most pOW-

erful of the 1nﬂuences AT commumty" )

gmay be stopped at any point in’ their

government to therr partlcular stage of.

] advancement And the 1ndrspensable mer—;

it of a government in favour of Whlch’

it. may be forgrven almost any amourt

of other demerlt compatrble Wlth pro-

_gress, is. that ltS operatron on the people,.' ‘

' the’ ,next'step, :Whrch 1t; is necessary ~for.
" therh to take; in order to raise ‘them—' '
selvesto a hlgher level.”
B Besides the above cons1deratron, if the'
. ‘people in: general, remains Wlthout bemg',» )
. Ina_de to advance,v\their :v‘ery mora'lityishall .

: not(be)able to'develop itself 'as it ought. ..

“Wherever says Mr: Mrll “the sphere

. of actlon “of human berngs is art1ﬁc1ally

-their 'sentiménts: :

narrowed m the s same proporuon The

are.-

r affectron hves

; ~despot1sm there is,

.

' ‘ food of feehng is’ actlon even domestlc 7'

upon voluntary good -

C ofﬁces Teta. .person. have nothmg to do
" for his country, and he will not care for

; 1t It has been said “of old that - in: ‘a

‘at most, but one

: patriot the despot himself '\and the say— ;

ing rest on'a- Just appreclatron “of the

effects ‘of absolute subJectlon, even to -

a good and wise master

: We have - already showed the nece551ty

“of establlshrng the' government “for the‘

present states of the empire; as. well as

too for an. advanced stage of our. people

. for such a government as that of .gui-

" dance. Can it be reasonable believed, that *

people, who, seven years ago were -ca~

o pable of constructlng the present gov—'
e ernment out-of their own exertlons are -
yet uncapable(of)bearrng up: thls 1nst1tu— 3

t10ns as if it were an - exceptron? There_

are three condrtlons accordmg to Mr.

M111 they are’ F1rst the people, for

‘Whom the form ‘of government (What—

ever its form may be)ls 1ntended must .

" be Wllhng fo accept or “at ‘least not so. .

.unW1lhng to: oppose an. msurmo;rtable :

obstacle to its estabhshment Secondary ;

"‘;‘,they must- be Wllhng and able to do :

i What is. necessary to- keep it standlng 4

Thlrdly they must be: erllng to able ’

to’do what it requrres of them to enable :

: :1t to fulﬁl its purposes.

Now, 1f this ‘parliament is estabhshed

~we do not purpose to make the people s

. franchlse umversal The Samurars and

certain class of farmers .and’ merchants,
_ Who are possessed of so ‘much proper—

Sy



) 1 for the present only be” made to enjoy‘

o not a few Tettérs has appedred’in Nevvs-J "

: "tlons on our personal character (a fact

pubhc .are not opposed to the Represen——'

ties as the1r quahﬁcatlon requlres w1ll !

+ their franchlse L the classes from ‘which

" came forth the Ronins, that crled ﬁrstvv .

for the Restoration, as well as its authors

) Slnce we sent 1n the rnemorlal to Sa- In, T

papers crltlclslng 1t as they pIeased Butr N
none of them ever questloned the estab— i
hshment of {a parliament ~1tsel£- their o

utmost belng to throvv their own reﬂec—‘

“we take as an ausplclous s1gn of the

tatlve system )

Frorn thls 1t - may be seen: that the‘

B three condltlons above layed down, are

not Wxthout emstmg in people NOW

then, if we, brlnglng together the peo—

4 ples good quahtles make an. organlza——

‘ ’tlon of them so as. to have thelr focus

= by the mere force of Words, then Why !

oo (as 1t Were) their co operatlon Wlth the

government Wlll be beyond expectatlon '

Before the Restoratlon, the anfi- loyahst

: opposed it by declarlng tha

. Well said, but can never. be done‘ 7 But’ -
‘ fwhen the Restoratlon burst forth thls
e ant1 loyal saymg s11ent1y vamshed away

:Hovv dlfﬁcult it is ‘tosettle such matters- A

e should hes1tate in the present under-— B
~.'tak1ng'r’ e, Ll :

S You are opposed to the adoptlon of -
the representatlve system ; because .you ‘

~1nev1tab1y turn out to be a’ depot ex— '

“clusively -of . the foolish talkmgs m the

“it can be'; E

: ‘parliament is established, the ‘member=~
. ship will be shared both by those, who. -
. are in ofﬁce and those, who' are out of - .

. _the government therefore how can .we

foretell Whether 1t vv111 not turn “out-

to bé'a treasure excluswely of the h1gh—‘
i est 1ntelhgence and wisdom: in the em=

: k'pu'e? And then nature of human feeling,

* . is such that if: any oue once stands be-
"fore‘ many,' hiis - self- concelt -however
-strong  in private, will soon yield to.a
: nobler feelinrg, and will be iglad to follovv,

in silence, those, he may. esteem  supe- . -

riot tohimself This'is,‘ in fact, the case

“with the rnost members of Enghsh or

" French parhament Who vote with their

Ieaders We therefore, conﬁdently con

*clude,' that you - are +50 afrald of thlS’
: parhament ‘because’ you have not yet‘
:thought of such facts.

+

“You say— leave such a thing as par— ‘k :

harnent' at the present and" We do well
1n paying our: attentlon ‘to the educatlon

of the people (Thls is. very. beautlfuI

thing!) To “plead. education for nation, :
s i‘tselfrworth,the ‘deed of"phil‘anthro—.
pist! But why have youv not said a word.
i of "'the"‘inlpo‘rtance of the-fr‘n,‘ental' educa—'
tion :of the people? We shall therefore ;
:‘qu‘ot‘e Mr. Mill’s authority; that it may
be ‘of 3 your service, and that you may see
by What we. say that the establishment -
of this parhament is the yery means of -
g maklng the people both educated and in—
fear, you say, that the parhament Wlll, S telhgent, 50 as"-to’ progress ‘rapidly in ;
" theirkrnar‘ch ‘of :c,,iviliz‘ation.‘ It is. not
: sufﬁciently considered how little there

"i‘,emp;r'_e. But rthls is not so,_,‘When the - s i most ‘men’s ordxnary life" to gwe'



any largeness to-their conceptions or to
. their sentiments‘. ‘Their work'is routine,

: n_oti'a/ labour of love butr_of self-interest

in the most elementary forms, the satis=. -

faction * of. daily wants;

.things done,.nor the process of doing it,

-introduces the  mind to thoughts or

feelings extending beyon'd individuals af

instructive books are Within their reach,
there is no stimulus. to read them and

in a case the 1nd1v1dual has no access

to any person of cultivation miich supe— :

rior to his’ own.:Gwmg,_ him something

»'to do for “the public; supplies, in a
“‘measuire, all these deﬁc1enc1es If crrcurn—
stances allow the amount of. public duty
- .assrgned ‘him  to be con51derable, it

makes him an eyduoated‘ man. No'twit_h~

~fstan_ding the defects ,of-social system, and’

- 'moral ideas of antiquity, the practise of

discostery and the ecclesia raised the in—-

tellectual of an- average Athenian c1t1zen e

far beyond anythlng of Whlcl’l there is
yet an example in ‘any “other of mass
of; ‘meén anment or modern.”

“Among the foremost benefits -of free

: :government is ‘that education of the in= ¢

telligence and of the sentiments, which is

«carried down to’ the very lowest ranks of

the peopl‘e, when they are called to take

“a part il acts which directly affect the
great interest of their: country. People

thlnk 1t fancifal to expect S0 much from’

' what ‘seems so shght a cause — to recog-

‘mise :a potent instrument of mental im-

provement in ‘the ‘exercise . of pohtlcal :

'franclnses by.. the mass .of’ people: Yet

; unless substanc1al mental cultlvatlon in oo

(==

. neither’ -the

the mass. of ‘mankind is to be mere

vision, this is the road by which it must

~ ‘Gome. If any one suposes that this road”

“will not brbikng it, I'call o w'itness' the

’ ent1re contents of M de Tocquev1lles .

: great work >

, ““It has: often been' said, and. “Tequire

to be repeated - still oftener, th’at books

and dlscourses alone are not educatlon, )

- bitual employment 3

that life i is z problem, not'a. theorem

» that ‘action can inybe learnt in act1on

and(a)chlld learns to erte its name only .
by a success1on of trlals 3 and s a. man

to be taught to use his mind and gulde :

i hls conduct by ‘mere precept? What can,”
be learnt in school is 1rnportant but not

. all-important. The main branch ‘of the .

educatlon,-of hurnan beings is thelr,ha—r
Which» "much ‘be

L % v . e 1o . 5 . -
either ‘their.individual vocation ; or some

. matter of general concern, in which

they are called to take a part. The

“private money-getting occupation of al-'

' most every one is more or less ‘a me-

: ,chamcal routme it brings but few of his

facultles into actron, while its - exculswe

‘pursurt ‘tends to- fasten his attentlon and

“intérest upon h1ms_elf, and upon’ h_lS family.

asan apbendage of himself ; making(hirh)
1ndrfferent to. the publi¢,’ to. the: more
generous ob]ects “and the ‘nobler inter- -
ests,’ ancl in l’llS inordinate regard for ‘his

personal comforts selfish and cowardly

: ~Balance these tendenc1es by contrary

ones ‘give: him some‘rhmg to’ do for the

—pubhc, Whether as a vestry. man a ju=

ryman or' an elector and in that degree,
l’llS 1deas and feehngs are taken out of

e S ———87———‘_."'



thls narrow cn‘cle ‘He becomes acqualnt—

- ed Wlth more varled busmess, and:a .
o large range of consrderatlon Heis made o

“to” feel that: besrdes the  interest, Whlch’
A seoarate h1m from lns fellow citizens, he

' has 1nterests Whlcl’l connect ~h1m with
o ‘them, that not only the common Weal

is his- Weal but that it partly depends E

: upon his exertrons The des1deratum of

Ca general dlffusmn of 1ntelllgence among" .
lrexther the' m1ddle or lower classes, Wlll: ‘
‘not be realized, but by a correspondmg

",dlssermnatlon of publlc functrons and a“}_ﬁ

,ivvou:e in pubhc affalrs AN e : k
‘,' i Upon concludlng, you say, that toat-

-‘tempt to 1ntroduce the representatlve':

system lnto our country at. the present

cannot escape the slander (or reproach) .
cof: “headless progress ”But [if you read :
thls letter Wlth attentron, and Welgh 1t )

L ;,wrth the crrcumstances -of the t1me, you.‘ !

erl dlscover that it 1s 0therw1ze

Alas' Had we not had your questlons/‘ ,

: asked hoW we mlght have entered into B
'( ‘sich a depth of dlscussmn' Thrs we

: ent1rely owe, to you.. But We hear that

in the Western World natlonal or gene—"\' :
ral reforms or lmprovements are, in-a-
k j,great measure, promoted by the: ‘men
o ‘of learnmgs Now you are a phllosopherk :

S aﬂer the Western fashlon then should

- ,vonr : expeetatlon} Hfrom you, ks,top : at

haVing .got’ only a small rn'anuSCript_,k
we have here consrdered i -
We are Yours, : i

) ’vTaneorm Soe]rma
v"’,,,“Shm]lro Goto '’
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