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Contrastive Analysis of Proverb : Japanese, English and French
Makoto Hisano

Abstract

The difference for every race tends to appear in a proverb. Even between English and French, the lan-
guage group differs although the language family isthe same Then, we have to appreciate the nuancesin each
proverb. It isaso a medium universal on the other hand. What feature does a successful proverb have? The
following are three conditions which produce a popular proverb: Brevity,Concreteness Rhetoric. Or, Contrast,
Metapher, Rhyme. Shakespeare wrote in Hamlet, “Brevity is the soul of wit.” Brief exemples: “Might is
right.”, “Qui dort dine.”, “Traduttori, traditori.” O Ital (I11 etc. Proverbial phrases that till linger in our ears
include effective rhetorical devices. Rhetorical exemples : “ Spare the rod and spoil the child.”,” Tout passe,
tout casse, tout lasse.”, etc. Therefore, we will perform contrastive analysis of the proverb of Japanese, Eng-
lish and French from these viewpoints.

Key words

Brevity, Concreteness, Contrast, English, French, Japanese, Metapher, Proverb, Rhetoric, Rhyme, etc.
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