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Development of Propulsion System for Space Flyer Unit (SFU)
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SFU (Space Flyer Unit), the Japanese first reusable spacecraft, was launched for the first flight by H-II-3 vehicle on
March 18, 1995 from the Tanegashima Space Center of NASDA and retrieved by the Space Shuttle (STS-72) on January

- 13, 1996, after successful mission operations. The MHI Nagasaki has been in charge of development of the propulsion
systems (RCS and OCT) of the spacecraft. Development of these systems has been featured by reusable system design,
unusually severe thermal environment due to their locations in the spacecraft and strict requirements to meet the NASA’s

Space Shuttle flight safety standard. The MHI Nagasaki has successfully undergone all the engineering reviews from design
through flight operations, and contributed to the success of the first mission.
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Principal specification of RCS/0OCT
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