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Remarks at the Post-Graduate
Course Entrance Ceremony

President, Tokyo Institute of Technology,
October b, 2006
Masuo Aizawa

It is our great pleasure to hold the Post-Graduate
Entrance Ceremony of Tokyo Institute of
Technology, October 2006, in presence of Vice
Presidents and Deans in royal blue academic gowns.
Royal blue was chosen as the official school color of
Tokyo Tech.

On behalf of Tokyo Institute of Technology, 1
express my warmest welcome to all of you who are
enrolled in the Graduate Schools. The total
enrollment of the 2006 fall admissions is 236
including 89 to the Master Course and 147 to the
Doctor Course. It is noteworthy that 111 of them

are international students from overseas.

Tokyo Tech has a prestigious history of 125 years
since its foundation as a vocational school. It has
been ever evolving and now is a leading research
university of science and technology. It has
particularly grown in 1990s with the establishment
of the School of Bioscience and Biotechnology, and
Graduate Schools of Bioscience and Biotechnology,
Information Science and Engineering, Decision
Science and Technology. They were founded almost
like year by year until the most recent establish-
ment of the Graduate School of Innovation
Management in 2005. Now, we have three schools,
six graduate schools, four research laboratories,
and many centers, comprehensively covering a wide
range of study fields in science and technology. We
are very proud to have been selected for the 21*
Century COE with our twelve programs and one
program for Super COE. COE and Super COE are
granted to groups that carry out the cutting edge
research in their respective fields. Those COE pro-

grams at Tokyo Tech are promoted by our world-
leading professors. Some students in the doctoral
course are greatly involved in research projects of
those COE programs. They are encouraged and get
trained to be research leaders in such an excellent
environment for research.

The world is drastically and rapidly changing and
getting more and more knowledge-based and
interconnected. Therefore, one of the key issues for
leading universities is to seek for the mission in the
new era of knowledge. We must recognize the light
and shadow of science and technology of the 20™
century and strive for the betterment in the 21
century. National University Corporation Tokyo
Institute of Technology was established in 2004 in
line with the government policy to turn all national
universities into independent administrative
entities to make them more distinctive and interna-
tionally competitive.

I am pleased to introduce you “TOKYO TECH
Pursuing Excellence,” a phrase to go with the logo
mark. It is followed by the mission statement that
Tokyo Institute of Technology TOKYO TECH
develops distinctive students with outstanding
qualities of creativity and leadership. TOKYO
TECH is making significant contributions to
science and technology in many fields of expertise,
creating new and powerful synergies. TOKYO
TECH is at the forefront of education and research
exploring knowledge in science and technology and
pursuing excellence to serve society and the world.

Tokyo Tech keeps evolving in pursuit of excel-
lence in education and research, which should be
promoted by global collaboration. For this purpose,
the International Planning Office has been strongly
reinforced with the establishment of our overseas
offices in Bangkok, Manila, and Beijing as Hub for
global networking. The Joint Graduate Program of
Tokyo Tech and Tsinghua University is our chal-
lenge for educating students with creativity and
international leadership. Intensive efforts have been
made to provide financial support for bright
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international students and to send our students to
international partners.

Tokyo Tech opens the door to the world and
recruits brilliant young scientists for tenure-track
opportunities. The Tokyo Tech Global Edge Institute
established this year is a research institute where
the excellent young researchers from all over the
world, in position as assistant professors, get
trained under a mentored support and seek for the
world’s highest level research. This is a new
challenge for Tokyo Tech to initiate a tenure track
system in which the researcher may be offered a
tenure position as an associate professor or profes-
sor if successful at a pre-tenure review assessment.

Finally, I give my hearty welcome again to all of
you and wish you the best of luck at Tokyo Tech.

— From the script read by Vice President Miki for

President Aizawa who was out of town on urgent
business —
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B Report of Badminton Group

Badminton games had been conducted from 10:00
am - 4:00 pm on Oct. 4® (Wed.) in the O-okayama
Gymnasium.

The numbers of players were 22 for men singles, 9
for women singles and 11 for men doubles. The
participants were from nine different countries of
Japan, Thailand, Indonesia, China, Korea, Malaysia,
Vietnam, USA and Bangladesh. The matches
started after the explanation of the rules given by
the chief of the group. In the morning, 3 courts
were used for men singles and 1 court for women
singles. In the evening, 1 court was used for the
remaining men singles’ matches and 2 courts for
men doubles. However, due to the overlapping of
players, arrangements had been made to make sure
that all the players can enjoy the games.

The women singles finished around 2:30 pm and
the remaining time was used to get to know each
other. The men singles and doubles finished at
around 4 pm. All the players hope that this sports
tournament can be held every year. This is the
opportunity where all students from various
countries can get to know each other, exchange
opinions and mix around. I also made a lot of friends
and my life in Tokyo Tech become more interesting
because there will be somebody who will greet me
when I walked around here. Thank you to all who
had made this possible and successful, especially to
the International Student Center, the International
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Student Division, the Kuramae Kogyo-kai, and other
Tokyo Tech personnel who are involved in it
directly and indirectly and to my beloved friends
volunteering as committee members.
(Rizafizah Othaman from Malaysia,
Chief of Badminton Group)

Other volunteer members. Mr. Xiu Zhen (China),
Mr. Mohd Hanafi (Malaysia), Dr. Abid Ali Shah
(Pakistan), Ms. Yingchong (China), Ms. Jockeen
(China), Ms. Hanis (Malaysia)

| S o "‘- L
Shaking hands after the final games

Enjoy badminton
after the games

B Report of Table Tennis Group

The table-tennis tournament of the 1* Tokyo Tech
Sport Festival was organized with 3 subjects: men
singles, women singles and men doubles. There
were 24 male players and 5 female players from 11
countries who joined the tournament.

After the short opening ceremony, the
tournament immediately started with the men
singles and women singles games. In the men
singles tournament, there were some players from
China, Thailand and Vietnam where table-tennis is
quite popular, especially China. After ebullient
games, the best 4 players were determined. They
were Xiao Shao from China and Nguyen Huy Hoang,
Le Duc Tin, Le Hieu Hanh from Vietnam. In the 1*
semi-final, Le Duc Tin beat Le Hieu Hanh by 3-1
while in the second one, Nguyen Huy Hoang beat
Xiao Shao in a very dramatic match by 3-2 after
losing the first two sets. In the final, knowing each
other quite well, Nguyen Huy Hoang beat Le Duc
Tin easily by 3-0. Nguyen Huy Hoang is considered

to be one of the top foreign student players in Japan.

Singles final - Le Duc Tin (far),
Nguyen Huy Hoang (near)

There were only 5 female players so we decided
to organize the women singles by all-play-all
tournament. All-play-all tournament is a type of
group tournament in which each participant plays
every other participant. It was easily noticed that
Chin Mu from China is outstanding. She has played
table tennis for over 10 years. After watching her
games, we thought that she could even play in men
singles tournament. She easily beat all the other



WIkra=z) No.416

Dec. 2006

players and got the gold medal. The silver was given
to Yaibuathet Korrakot (Thailand) and the third
were Huynh Thi Thanh Trieu (Vietnam) and
Wanavarie Dittaya (Thailand).

Thanh Trieu (near), Chin Mu (far)

The men doubles tournament was organized with
6 pairs. Because of her ability, we made a chance for
Chin Mu to have a match with men in this
tournament. The pair of Chin Mu and Le Duc Tin
(Vietnam) was drawn with the pair of Nguyen Huy
Hoang (Vietnam) and Ching Gilbert Siy (Philippines).
The latter won this match and went to the final
match with the Le Hieu Hanh (Vietnam) and Eguez
Guevara Javier Patricio (Ecuador) pair. The final
match was very enjoyable. Although tried their
best, the pair of Le Hieu Hanh and Eguez Guevara
Javier Patricio lost the game and the pair of Nguyen
Huy Hoang (Vietnam) and Ching Gilbert Siy
(Philippines) got the gold medals.
(Le Hieu Hanh fromVietnam,
Chief of Table Tennis Group)

Other volunteer members. Mr. Takuro Matsuda
(Japan), Mr. Kuang Yinghuan (China), Mr. Heng
Meng Ho (Cambodia), Mr. Zhang Qi (China), Mr.
Hitoshi Tsuda (Japan)
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