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Abstract:

The article 101 of the United Nations Law of the Sea defines “piracy” as “any act of depredation, committed for

A Historical View on the European Privateering and Piracy

private ends by the crew ---of a private ship” . But it is still hard to make clear what “a private ship” and “private
ends” mean, taking into consideration especially the fact that many historical pirates were legally “privateers” ,
authorized by the state, serving the public ends such as the protection of the overseas colonies or commerce raiding
in times of war. The following article tries to recognize the presence of a certain national strategy as a consistent
feature of privateering, by describing its emergence and development and then examining its historical background
and the strategic motives of the state to promote or condone it. The article then explains the process toward the
abolition of privateering in the mid-19™ century, mainly indicating the monopolization process of the means of

violence by the state. In other words the state could finally establish its sovereignty at sea by abolishing

privateering and declaring the pirates of any kind as “enemy of mankind” .
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