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A Study of the Japanese Recognition in the History Textbook of Taiwan
Compares with “History” and “Recognition of Taiwan”

Zhang Yuan ming"®

Abstract: In Taiwan, after martial law was lifted in 1987, progress was made in the movement
toward democratization and mainland-izing. In connection with this, reform of history education
in schools was carried out to promote mainland-izing and hometown education, centering on
Taiwan, rather than centering on the history of China by the National Party Administration. As
a concrete step, all first graders will learn the history of Taiwan from the new school term in
September, 1997 in the 719 junior high schools throughout Taiwan, using the new history text-
book, Recognition of Taiwan. Regarding the period of Japanese government, it is written espe-
cially the volume on history of Recognition of Taiwan (others geography editing and social
editing), in detail, and concretely. This textbook, containing greatly different contents from the
conventional “history” became topical immediately after its publication in Taiwan. “Recognition
of Taiwan” attracts attention in domains such as history and sociology, also in Japan noting that
it is the first step toward the Japanese stand historical view reform which leads to “the past con-
quest” and “historical reconciliation.” Therefore, this paper takes up the old textbook “history”
and new textbook “recognition of Taiwan”, and aims to compare the descriptions of Japan in
both textbooks, and the image of Japan that currently exists there. In the first and second and
chapter, the images of Japan in terms of “history” and “recognition of Taiwan” are analyzed.
Chapter 3 considers [from which the difference in the Japanese image looked at by both text-
books is compared, and anti-Japanese recognition came to change] a background. The writer
thinks that “hometown” and the “generation” have affected the difference in anti-Japanese
recognition especially on the occasion of this comparison. | want to position this paper as a pre-
liminary move towards post-colonial research in Taiwan, and the stage where Japanese stand-

related is still newer.

Keywords: “History”, “Recognition of Taiwan”, Image of Japan, Hometown, Generation, Post-colonial
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