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The French Republic Faced with Diversity
—Alain Renaut’s Philosophy of Applied Politics

Tadaaki Kitagawa

Abstracts

The aim of this study is to analyze Alain Renaut’s philosophy of ap-
plied politics and to examine the problems of a contemporary French Re-
public faced with the integration of immigrants. The general feature of
Renaut’s philosophy of applied politics is to develop John Rawls’ second
principle of justice and to apply it to the problems of the cultural rights of
ethnic minorities in contemporary France. Moreover, he criticizes the Ja-
cobin republicanism of R. Debray and others in France and the works of
J.G.A Pocock and Q. Skinner in England, and proposes an alternative in-
terpretation of the history of republican thought. In addition, he pursues
the possibility of reforming French republicanism from the standpoint of
political liberalism. Through this study of the recent works of A. Renaut,
both the future direction and the possibility of reforming the French re-

publican model will be considered.



