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Rethinking of the U.S. Diplomatic History
O the Eisenhower Administration O

Shuichiro IWATA

Abstract

Secretary of State John F. Dulles made a famous speech in January 1954 which is
best remembered for having publicized the term “massive retaliation.” Threatening to
use nuclear weapons upon minimal provocation by the Soviet Union was a principal tool
for defense policy of the Eisenhower Administration. In numerous crises such as Berlin,
Korea, the Taiwan Straits, the Eisenhower Administration resorted threats to use
nuclear weapons in order to deter Soviet or Chinese military action.

Security environment has changed dramatically since the end of the Cold War.
However, history repeats itself in several important defense issues. Reliance on nuclear
deterrence remains a cornerstone of U.S. defense policy, although there has been
substantial progress in nuclear arms control negotiation between the two superpowers.
The situation on the Korean Peninsula is as dangerous as ever, and is becoming more
unstable due to the development by the North Korea of ballistic missiles. Sino-U.S.
relations has undergone considerable tensions. In March 1996, Beijing conducted
military exercises in the Taiwan Straight and tested a number of M-9 missiles by firing
them near Taiwan’s northern border. Nuclear diplomacy remains an important aspect of
U.S. foreign policy.
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