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Medico-legal Investigations of Traffic Accidents
Kazuhiko KIBAYASHI*

Every traffic accident fatality is reported as “unusual death” and undergo medico-legal
investigations by police officers and medical doctors. If necessary, forensic autopsies are
performed by forensic pathologists to determine the cause of death, the causal
relationship between the accident and the death, the vehicle at fault, and the cause of
the accident. The information from forensic autopsies about the mechanisms of injuries
helps improve preventive strategies against traffic accidents, as well as medical
treatments for victims. In order to reduce the number of traffic fatalities, it is important
to take measures to limit the impact on inebriated pedestrians and pedestrians suffering
from dementia, to ensure proper screening of alcohol and illegal drug consumption of
drivers, to engage in educational activities for prevention of hit-and-run traffic accidents
and to promote joint research uniting forensic medicine, clinical medicine, automotive
engineering, and road engineering.
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