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The Creativity of Joruri Puppet Theater in the Town of Nose (D

—With a Focus on Comparisons with Bunraku and the Awaji

and Awa Joruri Puppet Theater—
Shingo MATSUURA

In Nose, in the northernmost part of Osaka Prefecture, the creative development of
Joruri puppet theater performance has been pursued since the Heisei Era. In both
appearance and approach, its differences from Bunraku and the Joruri puppet theater
types that remain in other areas are striking. Whereas Joruri puppet theater as a
classical performing art puts high importance on protecting the values established in
the past and preserving and passing them down for posterity, the activities which are
being pursued in Nose indicate a strong desire to create new values by tearing down
the traditions of the past and instead seeking out new ways to define themselves as an
art form that encompasses the now.

So what exactly are we to make of these creative activities that generate such a
variety of materials and ideas by at times resonating with and at times standing at
odds with other rigid traditions?

This paper discusses the creative activities that have sprung from the history of
Bunraku and its closely related Awaji and Awa Joruri counterparts, and then provides
a comparative investigation of the creative activities pursued in Nose. This is a case

study about Nose.
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