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Performance Expression Possibilities of the Bandoneon

—From the Perspective of Instrument Structure—

Shingo MATSUURA

The bandoneon is a free-reed instrument with button keyboards. Its structure makes
it similar to an accordion. It is widely known as an instrument used to perform the
Argentinian tango. From my experience, I have found it to be commonly used to play a
wide variety of other kinds of music as well. I also felt it to be a profound instrument no
matter what type of music was played on it. I later came to believe that its unique
structure is what makes such flexible expression possible in performing on the
instrument.

In this essay I look at the bandoneon and compare it to other musical instruments
from the perspective of instrument structure to explore the untapped potential in

bandoneon performance.
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