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A Personal Perspective on "Vitalizing Local-Area Communication

—Leading to the Paper, "Creativity in the Ningyo Joruri of Nose @" —

Shingo MATSUURA

In a previous study I discussed the history of bunraku chanting (sujorurs) in Nose-cho,
Toyono-gun, Osaka Prefecture, and the activities and characteristics of puppet theater
(ningyo joruri) in the same area. I also presented the reasoning that such creativity
had two purposes: to vitalize local-area communication and to establish the performing
arts as public entertainment in the present day.

This paper is a study that leads to my next paper, "Creativity in the Ningyo Joruri of
Nose @". In the area of vitalizing local-area communication, there are three key
phrases/concepts: urban and rural; interpersonal communication; and “artistic
accomplishments. After presenting an overview of these concepts, I proceed to share
my views on them. I believe these are vital concepts that pertain to the current
activities of ningyo joruriin Nose. I note the rise of amateur performers and provide an
overview that focuses mainly on performing arts in the modern age flourishing as
popular culture. I also touch upon the state of performing arts from the modern age to
the present day. My aim is to explore precedents in vitalizing local-area communication
and examine the elements that are still valid today.

In my next paper I will focus on the ningyo joruri and gidayi-bushi chanting in the
Kamigata (Kyoto-Osaka), Awa (Tokushima), and Awaji areas pursued as artistic
accomplishments. I plan to discuss examples in present-day Nose using inferences

derived from this paper.
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