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The Participation of the Ainu People in the Management
of Shiretoko World Natural Heritage and
the Role of Researchers :

World Heritage Viewed from Indigenous Governance

ONO Yugo

Hokkaido University
Kita 10 Nishi 5 Kita-ku, Sapporo 060-0810 JAPAN

The Japanese government nominated Shiretoko, a peninsula of well-preserved wilder-
ness of Northeastern Hokkaido, which protrudes into the Ohotsuku Sea, as a World Natu-
ral Heritage site in 2004. However, the government completely neglected the Ainu people
in the process of promoting Shiretoko for selection as a Heritage site. They tried to legit-
imize this attitude by emphasizing the fact that there are no Ainu inhabitants in the Her-
itage area at present. The Hokkaido Utari (Ainu) Association, which is regarded as the
representative of the whole Ainu society, and other several Ainu NPOs sent an appeal to
IUCN (The International Union for Conservation of Nature) to ask that the Ainu people
be included in the management of the Shiretoko World Natural Heritage area. The appeal
was upheld, and in selecting Shiretoko for World Natural Heritage status at a UNESCO
Meeting in Durban, South Africa, in July 2005, the ITUCN recommended to the Japanese
government that indigenous (Ainu) people be included in the management of the selected
property through indigenous ecotourism activities. I analyze first the reason why the
Ainu people were initially neglected in the process of World Heritage nomination by the
Japanese government. Secondly, I examine indigenous ecotourism as a strategy to recov-
er the rights of natural resource use from the viewpoints of environmental legitimacy
and governance. I also present criticism of the attitude of researchers in Environmental
Sociology, who only describe and analyze the object from outside, but do not engage in
the solution of environmental issues.

Keywords : Shiretoko world heritage, Ainu people, nature resource management, governance,
ecotourism, Maori, researchers
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