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A New Paradigm for Teaching Language Arts

Nobuyoshi SHIKANAI

(Hokkamo UNIVERSITY OF EDUCATION)

New approaches to teaching should be developed in the context of the history of education. By
integrating advances in psychology and other related fields with approaches used in the past, new
approaches can be developed. The present author utilized this process to develop several new teaching
approaches. In the present paper, (a) 3 creative approaches to reading that were developed by the
present author are described, (b) it is proposed that “sight” instruction should be included in language
arts education, and (c) a new Storyboard Writing approach that incorporates development in psychology
and other related fields and which utilizes “sight” is proposed. Storyboard Writing is an approach to
teaching in which students base their writing on pictures that they have seen. It was originally used in
teaching language arts in China. Photographs are a form of “visual text”. In language arts classes,
it is important that students be taught to read not only written texts, but also visual ones. Children
should be helped to develop the visual literacy necessary for their daily lives.
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