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Introduction of Western Weights and Mea-

sures into Japan (1)

‘Manpei HASHIMOTO

[t is impossible to establish cultural
interrelation between countries without
commanding weights and measures of the
counterpart countries, particularly in
the fields of astronomy, medicine,
physical sciences, technology, industry
and trade. Japan in the late Yedo era
was forced to overcome the above-mention
-ed obstacles, through the sole window
on the West, namely the Netherlands.
This paper aims at describing how Japan
learnt the wide varieties of European
weights and measures by the aids of
Dutch books, and at revealing the import
-ance of the manuscript related to this
subject written by Tadao SHIZUKI, a
Japanese scholar of Dutch learning as

well as several versions of its copies.

These documents, together with the
Japanese bhook cited in them, tell us how
Japan introduced and utilized Western
weights and measures.
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