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A Study of “The Genealogy of
the GOTO Family”

Kenji YAMADA

The Genealogy of the GOTO Family was
compiled by Betusyu SOEN (1658-1714), a
friend of Enjyo GOTO (1641-1693), in Genroku
2 (1689).

GOTO. This genealogy was a basic historical

It was, at the request of Enjyo

source of the GOTO family who was the
exclusive maker of balance weights and Oban
(Gold coin) in the Edo era.

Until recently, many  historians,
inclusive of metrol‘ogical historians, did
not know the career of Betusyu SOEN, who was
a Buddhist priest of the Rinzai sect. However,
the source of Betusyu SOEN’ s personal history
was discovered by the institute of
compilation of historical documents in the
Shyokoku temple in 1987.

He devoted his entire career to studies
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of Chinese classical literature and poetry,
and gave assistance to the envoys from the Ri
dynasty (Korea, 1392-1910) as an interpreter
on the occasion when they visited Japan in
Shyotoku 5 (1715). He was one of the most
famous scholars of Chinese classical poetry
in his time and became the 103 chief priest
of Shyokoku temple in Genroku 12 (1699).

As a result of my research on this
genealogy, I found that the GOTO family was
one of the richest merchandising firms, which
developed the business from the goldsmith and
silversmith in the early modern age.

I wish to thank Mr. Isamu ISHIJIMA for
his collaboration on this project. With his
help, I was able to translate this genealogy
from classical Chinese to current Japanese.
Mr. Isamu ISHIJIMA is a scholar of Chinese
classical literature, and has made, among
others, the detailed study of Jozan ISHIKAWA
(1583-1672).
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