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fixed tempo and uniform metre predominate.

Metrical units — bars — seem to consist

overwhelmingly of two, three or four beats

(rarely five). But a piece in basic 2/4 metre, for

example, may contain the occasional extra beat,

especially in non-dance genres (%)
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NOTES AND SUGGESTIONS

Relationship between Odd Meter and Responsorial Singing Style

in Ainu Music

KOCHI Rie

Most of repertories in traditional Ainu music in-
clude metric songs made up of duple or ftriple
meters. Some of the songs contain odd meters by
combining duple and friple meters. This article
presents a theory on the effect of the responsorial
style in giving rise fo an odd meter in the metrical
structure of a song.

The subjects of examination included 42 songs
that are considered to be presented in a responso-
rial style, with clear notes of beat such as inclusion
of hand clapping, out of all recorded songs by the
NHK (1967).

When a chorus is divided by duple or friple
meters as the smallest unit, the target songs may
be tentatively divided info one of the four types
below:

(1) Songs continuing in repeats of duple meter:

33/42 (approximately 78.57%)

(2) Songs continuing in repeats of triple meter:
2/42 (approximately 4.76%)

(3) Songs continuing in odd meters involving a
combination of duple and triple meters (no
change when a verse is repeated over
time): 2/42 (approximately 4.76%)

(4) Songs confinuing in repeats with changes
in metrical structure: 5/42 (approximately
11.9%)

In the case of (4), a verse in one song can
sometimes have an odd meter, and other times an
even meter. This is due to the different timing for the
continued voice part to join during repeats. As
such, the overlap of a beat between the two voice
parts, regardless of its infentional or accidental
nature, may be heard as a repeat of odd meters
by listeners.

KOCHI Rie : Ainu Culture Group, Ainu Culture Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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