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In 2018, the number of international inbound visitors to
Japan reached 30 million for the first time in history?, and
there are those who predict that this number will exceed
35 million during 2019.2 With Japan hosting the Tokyo
Olympic and Paralympic Games in 2020, the number of
international visitors to Japan is expected to reach
unprecedented levels in the near future. But there was a
time when Japan was an exotic destination known only to
a few. In this article, we will take a look at a book from
an earlier age that purports to introduce Japanese culture
to non-Japanese.

Quiz—700 answers to questions on things Japanese was
first published in 1948, shortly after inbound visitors first
began to visit postwar Japan. In addition to the first
inbound visitors, who arrived in Yokohama in December
1947, there were also some one hundred thousand non-
Japanese living in Japan, who were not tourists but the
officers and men of the occupation forces.

It was during this period that the Japan Travel Bureau
(JTB) played a significant role by serving the needs of the
occupation forces and their families for tourist information

1 Number of visitor arrivals to Japan reached 30 million for the first time! On the Japan National Tourism Organization (JNTO)
website. https://www.japan.travel/en/news/visitor-arrivals-reached-30-million/ (Last accessed 11 November 2019)

2 35 million inbound travelers to Japan, 19 million outbound travelers from Japan in 2019, JTB forecasts.
https://www.travelvoice.jp/english/35-million-inbound-travelers-to-japan-19-million-outbound-travelers-from-japan-in-2019-jtb-

forecasts/ ( Last accessed 11 November 2019)
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and tour guides. And in support of these services, JTB
also published a number of guidebooks in English for
customers who did not read Japanese.

This book also introduces Japanese culture to English-
speaking people with characteristic style. It deals with
700 questions to introduce Japanese culture. Readers find
out a lot about Japan by reading these questions, their
answers and the commentary.

A Beantipud W onnan

This is Koiseya ochie illustrated by Kitagawa Utamaro which is
introduced in the chapter on art. Since the cover is yellow, she
seems to be reading this book. Of course, she is not. She is
reading a kibyoshi, an illustrated comic book which was
popular during the Edo period.

Why was this book written in this quiz style? The social
situation at the time may provide a clue. In 1943, the
radio program /Information Please was all the rage in the
U.S.. Following this, broadcasting of the radio program
Hanashi no izumi, a "wellspring of stories" which was
based on [Information Please, began in Japan in 1946
under the GHQ's directive. This book was written with
backing from the popularity of quiz programs in Japan
and the U.S..

Since the questions included in this book are well made,
they are interesting even today, 70 years after the release
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of the book. The questions are quite difficult and there
are many questions which are too difficult for even
Japanese people today to give the correct answers. For
example, do you know the answer to the following

question?

Q. What are the three noted temple bells of Japan?

-~ 98 ~ QuIZ

kujin (god of prophets),
god of longevity), and
of large-mindedness

and \\‘t.'it!\ ).

Q. What is a “wooden fish"?

A Tt ois a temple drom made
generally of camphor-wood and
decorated with gold-foil scales.
Its shape is roundish, and the in-
tezior is hollow so that it will emit
2 sound when struck.

Mokugyo (weoden fish)

Q. What are the three moted
semple belis of Japan?

A. L The bell of the Miidera
Temple, on the shore of Lake
Biwa. This is celebrated for jts

thousand and one in minmber, are
housed, ith her forty arms
e?

The Sanji-s -dd, or the
198 feet-front hall dta, which
contains 1,001 images of Kannon,
the Goddess of Mercy.

Q. One often notices tablets
bearing painted borses and other
pictures at Japanese shrines. What
#s the significance of thase tableus?

A. They are votive tablers
offered by worshippers as a token
of thei gratitude.  As the practice
of offering ema, as the Japanese
call such picrurss, mostly of harses,
became common, it was deemed
convenient to erccr special struc-
tures to house them. Hence emadd
(which must not be confused with
Enmiadd) came into being. For
cxample the pictare gallery of
this sort at the Tsukushima Shrine
(on Miyajima islind) is said o
have a curious collection.

The idea of offcring horse pic-

melodious sound.
2. The bell of the Byadi-in

at Uji, near Kydto, noted for its
graceful shape.

3. The bell of the Jingoji
| Temple, Takao, Kydro. This bell
| bears an_ inscription by Fujisara

hiuld (d. 907), of calligraphic

|

|

|

It

‘ i

“ Q. Where is that big ball in
il which “boly ladies)” literally a Ema ‘
L}

You can try to solve the quizzes or just enjoy reading the text.
The question about the three noted temple bells of Japan
starts just under the illustration of mokugyo (wooden fish) as

indicated by the red triangle (»).

The answer is the bells at Miidera (also known as Onjoji)
in Shiga prefecture, Byodoin in Uji, Kyoto, and Jingoji in
Kyoto. The Miidera bell is famous for its sound, the
Byodoin bell, for its appearance, and the Jingoji bell, for
an inscription by Fujiwara no Toshiyuki, who was a skilled
calligrapher. I am embarrassed to say that even | did not
know the answer to this question. So, this book provides
quite a challenge even for those of us who grew up in
Japan.

So, here is another question.

Q. What is the highest building in Japan?

Today, the correct answer is Abeno Harukas in Osaka, but
this building did not exist in 1948. Which building was the

highest in Japan at that time? The answer is the National
Diet Building in Tokyo. The National Diet Building® was

3 Kokkaigijido Annai: gijido kenchiku no gaiyo. House of Councillors, The National Diet Japan home page.
https://www.sangiin.go.jp/japanese/70/70-4.html (Last accessed 11 November 2019)
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the highest building in Japan from 1936 until 1964, when
Hotel

the main building of The New Otani

completed.* There are many Japanese people who might

be surprised to learn this.

BUILDINGS ~ 31 ~

Q. Ir it true thar there &5 a
Japanese  ariise wwho can  wwrite
words too small for the naked eye
10 read?

A. Yes, Mr. Tendd Obayashi
in Odawara is a most remarkable
microscopic writer, and his world
record was 10,000 katokana sylla-
bles written on a-space measuring
six-tenths of a square inch!

Buildings

Q. What is the largest wooden
structure in Japan?

A. The Konds of the Tidaiji
Temple at Nara. Tr is 188 by 160

g height: 157 fr. Tt is popularly

In addition to this question, there are also questions about the
largest wooden structure and the biggest pagoda in Japan on

known as the Hall of Great
Puddha as it contains the largest
bronze image of Buddha in the
world  The hall was originally
buile in 752, The presenc build-
ing datcs from 1708,

Q. What is the bighest building

o in Japan?

A. The IJet Building in Té-
kys. It is 215 ft. in height,

Q. Whar is the oldest pagoda
in Japan?

A. ‘The fivestoried pagada of
the Harydji Temple near Nam.
This structure dating from 607
was pulled down in 1944 for re-
conditioning purposes.

the same page.

Q. What is the bighest pagoda
in Japan?

A, The five-storied pagoda of
the Téji in Kybto, near Kyito
Station.  Abour 183 ft. high. The
present pagoda dates from 1641,

Q. Why is the Yémeimon (lit.
Sunlight Gate) of the Tashigi
Shrine at Nikkd otherwise known
as “The gate where ome tarries
all day"?

A. Because it Is so intricately
decorated with a wealth of carv-,
ings and metal firtings that Japa-
nese visitors of yore would often
spend one whole day inspecting
every derail of this wiumph of
decorative art.

Q. What is the largest straictitre
mnong  the shrine and  temple
buildings at Nikks?

A. Sambutsudd, or Hall of
Three Baddhas, so named because
it houses three Buddhist images.
The building is over 112 fr. long,
70 fr, wide, and 84 ft. high.

Q. In showing the visitors over
the structures of the Nikkd temple,
one after anotler, the guide mmakes
a point of asking them to clap
their hands on the floor of the
oratery and listen 1o the dragons
painted above utter a sort of
groar. What is the meaning of
that?

A The Oratory is so con

Other questions in this book address all kinds of subjects,
including kabuki, the rock-paper-scissors game, the
Nippon Derby (now the Japanese Derby), giant
salamanders, kappa, hinomaru bento, Ino Tadataka, the

number of books and magazines published, T7aketori

Monogatari, and population trends.

J\ e e

Kanushibai

From Top

Kabuki, the rock-paper-scissors game, and a picture-story. The
book contains many photos and illustrations.

As you can see, the questions in this book cover a wide
range of subjects and content. In addition to the
questions, there is also a lot of useful information at the
end of the book, including how to convert weights and
measures between the old shaku-kan units, imperial units,
and metric units as well as a chronology of important
events in Japan and around the world from the
introduction of Buddhism to Japan in the 6th century to
the first visit to Japan by a former US president, which
took place in 1879 when President and First Lady Grant
arrived from America.

There is also a list of reference books in English about
Japan for those who want to learn more. And the index is
detailed enough that you can use the book as a kind of
encyclopedia about Japanese culture just by searching for
your subject of interest. It is a small book, but it is useful
in any number of different ways.

4 Chapter 6. Chokoso no Jidai — Yori takaku—watashitachi no shigoto. FaB-Tec Japan Cooperation home page.
http://www.]-fab.co.jp/products/job/10episode_06.html (Last accessed 11 November 2019)
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Q. Where is the park that is
popularly called “Deer Park” by
foreigners om account of its
numerous deer?

A. In Nara. The park covers
an area of 1,250 acres. It is fincly
wooded and tame deer roam about
by twos and threes.

The coin in the sand

“Sand-bath”

You can also use this book as a travel guide on Japan

As might be expected of a book published by a travel agency, famous tourist attractions all over Japan appear in Chapter 6
"Places of Interest."” There are illustrations of Nara Park, zenigata sunae in Kan'onji, Kagawa, and the sand baths in Beppu, Oita,
and Ibusuki, Kagoshima. The writer made every effort to convey as much information as possible about Japan's enduring charm

in a limited amount of space.

Many of you know that the U.S. Library of Congress in
Washington, DC, is one of the most popular tourist
destinations in the world. If | had the chance to revise
and publish this book again, | would like to add the
following question to alert readers about Japan's national
library.

Q. What is the most august library in Japan?

(Translated by WATANABE Rie and OSHIMA Mika)
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