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Summary . We compared the causes of death for dentists with those of the general public over a 25-year
period, from 1980 to 2004.

Compared to the general public, these results showed that dentists tended to die more frequently of
malignant neoplasm’s or respiratory disease and less frequently of cerebrovascular disease. However, the
proportion of dentists dying of respiratory disease tended to increase throughout the period studied. Earlier
studies have shown that inhalation of tobacco smoke, toxic particles and gases is the primary cause of chronic
obstructive lung disease. Dentists are exposed to contamination by fine particles from tooth grinding,
monomers (including resins), and asbestos, in addition to general environmental contaminants, such as air
pollution. These facts suggest a need to encourage dentists to quit srhoking, as well as a potential need to

improve the environment within dental offices.
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