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Imai Fukuji
Research Trends on School Libraries in Japan in the
2010s: A Review of the Diversification of Research

and Changes in the Circumstances of School Libraries

This research literature review focuses on trends in
research on school libraries in Japan from 2011 to 2020.
Thirteen major peer-reviewed journals were included in
the review, along with reviews of articles and monographs
as needed.

The review was divided into 11 perspectives, including
school library professions, budget and employment
conditions, professionalism, institutional and standards
review, and information literacy.

The results of the review confirmed that research on school
libraries has been ongoing for the past decade. The review
also confirmed that the content of and approaches to
research have been diversified. Issues of accessibility,
including open access, and the need to consider bulletin
papers published by universities were also suggested.
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