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Kumagai Shinichiro

The Great East Japan Earthquake and Libraries

In this paper, I reviewed literature published
between 2017 and the first half of 2021 on the Great
East Japan Earthquake and libraries. The literature
includes articles on the damage and restoration
of libraries affected by the Great East Japan
Earthquake, support activities for libraries, and on
archives of earthquake materials. Many years have
passed since the earthquake, and there is much
literature related to the restoration of libraries,
many of which were heavily damaged. In addition,
there are some libraries in Fukushima Prefecture
that remain closed, and it will take a considerable
amount of time to recover them. There is also
literature related to earthquake archives, which can
be classified into those housing physical materials
and those holding digital materials. Both of types
have faced a variety of issues, with those related
to archival continuity having had particularly
significant impact.

I hope that this paper will be useful for research on
the Great East Japan Earthquake and libraries as
well as for disaster prevention and mitigation in

libraries.



