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“Now as we seldom judge of objects from their intrinsic value, but form our
notions of them from a comparison with other objects; it follows, that according
as we observe a greater or less share of happiness or misery in others, we must
make an estimate of our own, and feel a consequent pain or pleasure. The misery
of another gives us a more lively idea of our happiness, and his happiness of
our misery. The former, therefore, produces delight; and the latter uneasiness.”
(in “A Treatise of Human Nature: Being an Attempt to Introduce the Experimental
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