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Large Ranches and Livestock Industry in the Canadian
River Valley of the Texas Panhandle

Isao SAITO" and Noritaka YAGASAKI|UU

Abstract

O O Covered with short grass and bushes and called llano estacado by Spanish explorers, the
Texas Panhandle constitutes the southern part of the American High Plains. Following the
decline of the open range cattle industry in the late nineteenth century, large-scale cattle
ranches appeared, such as LIT, LS, and XIT. Irrigation has rapidly expanded in the region
during the past fifty years. It supports production of corn and grain sorghum (milo) in the flat
plains of the northern Panhandle and wheat and cotton in the southern Panhandle. Cattle
ranches still dominate in the undulating and sloping country of the Canadian River valley.
This paper examines the nature of cattle ranching in the Texas Panhandle during the age of
irrigation that promoted differentiation of land use.

O O Hartley and Oldham counties are chosen for our intensive field study. Large-scale ranches
are identified on the map using farm plats, topographic maps, and aerial photographs. They
vary in size, from family-operated ranches of 2,000 hectares to corporate ranches exceeding
40,000 hectares. Historic ranch names such as LIT and LS are still maintained by
contemporary owners. The cow-calf operation is still the basic method in this region, while
some beef cattle ranches, not owning cows, depend on purchased yearlings. Others combine
cow-calf operations with raising yearlings. As a single animal is given 12 hectares of pasture,
150 to 200 head are grazed on a 4,000 hectares ranch. Calves born on the ranch during the
spring are sold at livestock auctions in Dalhart and Amarillo to farmers, who graze them in
wheat fields during the winter. In March, farmers sell their yearlings weighing around 200
kilograms at livestock auctions to ranchers. After being grazed on pasture and reaching 300
kilograms in the fall, they are finally sold to the neighboring feedlots for finishing. Therefore,
cattle transactions at the Dalhart livestock auction have peak periods in March and October.
0 0O The Texas Panhandle has a concentration of feedlots. They fatten two-year old cattle
weighing 300 kilograms for four months until they reach 570 kilograms. They are large-scale
commercial feeders, with the largest raising 85,000 head. Agribusiness companies such as
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Continental Grain and Cargill operate large feedlots. Some local feedlot owners operate large
ranches in order to secure a supply of cattle. Large beef packing plants are also concentrated
in the Texas Panhandle for processing locally finished beef cattle.

O O Beef packers, feedlots, ranches and wheat growers of the Texas Panhandle are
interrelated, taking advantage of the groundwater resources of Ogallala Aquifer. Cattle
ranches are the basis of the feedlot and beef-packing industries, while they depend on local
wheat growers for winter grazing. Unlike the cattle industry in the late nineteenth century
and first half of the twentieth century, contemporary cattle-ranching industry in the Texas
Panhandle represents a regional change that took place in the American High Plains in

response to the opportunities offered by groundwater exploitation.

0 Keywords[ cattle ranch cow-calf operationd livestock auctiond feedlot, irrigationO Texas

Panhandlel
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Table 20 Irrigated acreage and land operators in southeastern Hartley County.
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® Abbe & Abbe Abbe & Abbe Abbe & Abbe 1,940 1,036 53.4
@ Boeckner, Eldon Boeckner, Eldon Boeckner, Eldon 437 351 80.3
® Bryant Farms Ltd Bryant, B & W Bryant, B & W 1,097 649 59.2
@ Cover Farms Durret Cover Farms 3,470 3,139 90.5
® Seven L Cattle Collins, Tom Seven L Cattle 256 256 100.0
® Sherman, Ron Nelly, Ima Sherman, Ron 1,124 267 23.7
@ Sterling Five Hartley Feedyard Sterling Five 3,435 2,474 72.0
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Table 20 Irrigated acreage and land operators in southeastern Hartley County.
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® Abbe & Abbe Abbe & Abbe Abbe & Abbe 1,940 1,036 53.4
@ Boeckner, Eldon Boeckner, Eldon Boeckner, Eldon 437 351 80.3
® Bryant Farms Ltd Bryant, B & W Bryant, B & W 1,097 649 59.2
@ Cover Farms Durret Cover Farms 3,470 3,139 90.5
® Seven L Cattle Collins, Tom Seven L Cattle 256 256 100.0
® Sherman, Ron Nelly, Ima Sherman, Ron 1,124 267 23.7
@ Sterling Five Hartley Feedyard Sterling Five 3,435 2,474 72.0
Three D Cattle Co. Dettle, J. Three D Cattle 3,253 566 17.4
©® Western Agr. Mgment  Channing Farming  Western Agr. Mgt 518 404 78.0

Dallam & Hartley County Farm Plats 19960 0 0 000000000
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