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Basic Research and Industry-Academia Collaboration in Biotechnology: Lecture Note

Hiroaki Suga
(Professor, Graduate School of Science, The University of Tokyo)

Dr. Suga has developed an innovative drug development platform “PDPS (Peptide Discovery Platform Sys-
tem)”, which is a technology to produce a lot of non-standard peptides that become candidate pharmaceutical
products, and is based on the results of longtime research such as RNA studies. And as a series of its technolo-
gies and ideas were completely new and original, he founded a university-based biomedical startup called
“PeptiDream Inc.” While most biomedical startups are in deficit, “PeptiDream Inc.” has become a unigue case
among successful examples of industry-academia collaboration that has kept surplus since its IPO. However
RNA studies are absolutely basic research to explore the origin of life, this lecture introduces a case of basic

research that generated an innovation.
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