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Abstract

XML-based technologies such as the Electronic Business XML Initiative (ebXML) and Web services
have been rapidly standardized as mechanisms for easily and dynamically integrating business
processes between enterprises. ebXML is a joint project sponsored by the United Nations Centre for
Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business (UN/CEFACT) and by the Organization for the
Advancement of Structured Information Standards (OASIS). The ebXML standard architecture and
technologies for business-to-business collaboration systems are currently being developed. On the
other hand, concerning Web services, the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) and other
organizations have standardized distributed object bases on the Internet. ebXML and Web services
have their own backgrounds, but similar technology elements such as a messaging system, a business
registry, and interface definitions are being standardized. These standardization activities should be
performed through mutual cooperation. This paper outlines the history of ebXML and Web services
and the trends of their technology elements, including security.
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