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Changes Land Use in the Tokyo Lowland during the Period from 1868 to 2005,
with Special Reference to the Distribution of Factories

Takeshi ENDOH"

Abstract

0 O Modern manufacturing factories in the Tokyo Lowland—the developing eastern part of
Tokyo Metropolis—were originally constructed by the national government at the beginning of
the Meiji era in about 1870. Subsequently, the area developed as one of the important industrial
areas in Japan. In particular, industrial development was remarkable during the period from
about 1950 to about 1960. However, this extreme industrial development brought overpopula-
tion and public nuisances such as air and noise pollution and vibration from plants and manu-
facturing sites in the Lowland. To ease this serious situation, the national government and the
Tokyo metropolitan government took measures such as restricting construction of new factories
and strengthening regulations on the operation of factories.

0O O Through these measurements, the increase of manufactories in the area stopped in about
1955, and many have disappeared since about 1960 because of their transfer to other cities or
manufacturing operations shutting down.

0 O According to this investigation, many sites of factories and warehouses had their use divert-
ed by citizens to facilities such as condominiums, general residential areas, parking lots, schools,
and parks. In particular, conversion to residential use has been remarkable.

Key words[ Tokyo Lowland, land use, movement of factories, site situated factory before
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Fig. 10 Study area and distribution of wards in the
Tokyo Lowland.
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Fig. 2 Factory Distribution in the Tokyo Lowland in 18800 Modified after Geographical Section of
General Staff Office of Japan Imperial Army, 188701
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Fig.3 Annual change in the number of manufactories with over 30 employees[ after Statisti-
cal yearbooks from 1995 to 2004 published by Section of Statistics of Tokyo Metropolitan

Government[1
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Table 10 Number of manufactories classified by industry in 1961 in nine wards, the Tokyo Lowland.

No. ooo oooo oo OO0 00 00 O o0 OO0 00 000 O
1 0000 3 5 64 50 49 55 55 100 43 | 424
2 000 oooooo 2 3 90 5 16 19 27 8| 173
3 000 — 1 30 5 5 8 48 13 119
4 000 2 7 19 12 21 25 23 10 | 128
5 0000 ooooooooo 5 14 17 38 12 18 25 10 | 146
6 00000 oooooooo 18 19 44 40 19 38 29 31 18 | 256
7 000 — 4 24 6 4 8 8 11 3 68
8§ 0OO0OO0OO goooo 1 6 39 39 — 4 4 14 15 122
9 000 oooooooo 50 46 355 507 126 193 165 324 265 | 2031

10 000 — 4 92 — 1 22 18 34 5 176

11 000 — 1 6 2 5 2 5 8 3 32

12 000 oooooooooo — 24 10 7 12 7 9 9 78

13 000 — 12 7 7 6 23 8 72

14 00O ooooooooo — 8 18 7 12 13 20 24 8| 110

15 00000 — — — 2 15 4 5 1 27

16 00O ooooooooooo 1 5 9 5 3 9 13 8 53

17 000 18 17 19 10 8 15 10 — 2 99

18 00000 — 53 2 5 33 18 77 9| 197

19 00000 — 11 1 — 1 5 16 1 35

20 000 ooooooooooo 4 24 54 239 26 88 48 19 13| 515

21 000 4 8 2 17 9 — — — 1 41

22 00 53 10 37 186 8 22 16 8 1| 341
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25 0000 — — — — — — - 2
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27 000 oooo — 2 24 17 8 12 15 14 10 | 102
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Table 200 Land-use types and their number at sites used as manufactories in 1961 but whose land use changed by

2005.
ooo oooo oo 00 00 o0 O oo 00 00 o000 O

1 0000 pooooooobooooooo 2 — 4 2 4 2 4 2 8 28

2 00 oooooooooo 55 56 73 141 17 21 6 20 9| 398

3 000mood 54 49 301 422 97 194 162 257 129 | 1665

4 0000DDOOO 5 3 25 73 17 8 20 9 15| 175

5 00000 - — 32 115 11 46 38 190 54 | 486

6 000 3 1 2 5 - 1 - - 13

7 00O - — 10 4 10 8 8 2 48

8§ OO - — 30 101 2 23 19 28 15| 218

9 000 ooooooooo 2 11 77 165 23 41 33 129 23 | 504

10 0OOO0OO oooooooooooooooo 6 2 28 62 20 19 28 35 16 | 216
11 0000 oooooo 5 1 19 27 10 17 10 8 105
12 000000000 1 1 6 11 7 12 10 8 7 63
13 00000000000 1 — 15 2 2 2 5 — 33
14 00000 - — 5 2 3 — 25
15 00000 1 — - - - - - - 20 21
16 0OOOO oooooo 3 5 43 62 12 29 13 17 18 | 202
17 00O 1 — 8 16 4 1 3 4 — 37
O 139 129 667 1232 232 430 360 723 325 | 4237
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