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Bathybenthic fauna of the Nankai Trough off Muroto observed
using a deep seafloor observatory 1. Fishes

Hiromitsu ENDO*®* Nozomu IWASAKI**
Yoshihiko MACHIDA*®* Masao IWAI*3

Deep-sea demarsal fishes appeared at the long-term deep-sea floor observatory set at a depth of 3,572m of the Nankai
Trough off Cape Muroto were observed by using color video camera. From April 1997 to December 1999, seven
species of five families belonging to five orders were identified: families Synaphobranchidae, Bathysauridae,
Macrouridae, Ophidiidae and Zoarcidae. Among them, two zoarcids were first observed from the depth below 3,000m
around Japan.
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Table 1 List of deep-sea demarsal fishes occurring on the deep-sea
floor observatory off Cape Muroto

Anguiliiformes 77 ¥H
Synaphobranchidae &7 7 5 TF}
Synaphobranchidae sp. *x7 7 I F D15 (Photo. A)

Aulopiformes & *H
Bathysauridae ¥ >4 TV %}
Bathysaurus mollis Giinther ¥~ #4 X/ (Photo. B)

Gadiformes ¥ 7H

Macrouridae ¥ 3% 5}
Coryphaenoides armatus (Hector) 3124 %5 (Photo. C)
Coryphaenoides sp. 7% % Z J& D 1# (Photo. D)

Ophidiiformes 7> ©@H
Ophidiidae 7 > T}
Spectrunculus grandis (Giinther) ¥ IR X (Photo. E)

Perciformes A A¥H

Zoarcidae 7 7Rt
Zoarcidae sp. A 7 7B O 14l A (Photo. F)
Zoarcidae sp. B 7 7 Ft® 14 B (Photos. G, H, 1, )
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3.2. Bathysaurus mollis Ginther> > #1 I+ (Photo. B)
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Photo E: Spectrunculus grandis ) 3 R X
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3.3. Coryphaenoides armatus (Hector) 3 QA4 >
(Photo. C)
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Photo J: Zoarcidae sp. B 7 7 F D 11 B (&%)
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3.7. Zoarcidae sp. B> S #D11E B
(Photos. G, H, I, J)
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