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Dispersion and reproduction of vent-endemic speciesinhabiting
the Myojin Knoll and the Kaikata Seamount
- Preliminary report of NT03-06, Leg.2 cruise -
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An ROV Hyper Dolphin - R/V Natsushima research cruise was conducted in the Bonin Islands Area to compare the
ecological properties of vent-endemic species and non-vent relatives. The investigation was conducted at two
hydrothermal vent fields (the Myojin Knoll and the Kaikata Seamont) and one non-vent area (the southwestern slope of
the Kaikata Seamount). We focused on three vent-endemic taxa; Neoverruca sp., Austinograea yunohana and
Shinkailepas spp., and their relatives from non-vent environments. Some information on their ecological properties
were obtained. However, methodological problems with the plankton sampling were suggested.
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Fig.1 Survey area of NT03-06, Leg2 research cruise(This map is

based on topological data of surrounding areas of Japan”

which was supplied by the National Institute of Advanced
Industrial Science and Technology) .
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Fig. 2 Attachment pots with markers placed within Neoverruca sp.-
dominated community.
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Fig. 3 One of the communites dominated by Neoverruca sp. found at
the Myojin Knoll.
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Fig.4 A large whitened area observed at the Kaikata Seamount.
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Fig.5 A colony of Austinograea yunohana observed over the granu-
lar seafloor at the Kaikata Seamount.
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Fig.6 Rocky dopeinhabited by Neoverruca sp. and Austinograea yunchana
on the Kaikata Seeamount.
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Fig.7 A typical community found on the southwestern slope of the

Kaikata Seamount. Crinoids and Scalpellum rubrum were set-
tled on by many poecilasmatid barnacles.
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Fig. 8 Biological communities on rocks scattered one every few
meters, and many sepiolid cephal opods, were observed on the
southwestern slope of the Kaikata Seamount.
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Fig. 9 Sepiolid cephalopods observed on the southwestern slope of
the Kaikata Seamount.
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Fig. 10 Chacean granulatus found near a rock on the southwestern
slope of the Kaikata Seamount.
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Table1 Species list of benthic animals collected from the Myojin

Knoll during NT03-06, Leg.2 cruise.

Annelida
Polychaeta
Polynoidae gen. sp.
Unidentified Polychaeta
Sipuncula
Unidentified Sipunculoida
Mollusca
Bivalvia
Bathymodiolus septemdierum
Gastropoda
Provanna sp.
Shinkailepas sp.
Unidentified Gastropoda
Arthropoda
Crustacea
Austinograea yunohana
Neoverruca sp.

Scalpellidae gen. sp.
Alvinocaris sp.
Munidopsis sp.
Unidentified Mysidacea
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Table2 Species list of benthic animals colleted from the hydrother-
mal vent field on the Kaikata Seamount during NT03-06,

Leg2 cruise.
Cnidaria
Unidentified Scleractinia
Annelida
Polychaeta
Polynoidea gen. sp.
Unidentified Polychaeta
Sipuncula
Unidentified Sipunculoida
Mollusca
Gastropoda
Shinkailepas kaikataensis
Shinkailepas sp.
Provannna sp.
Scissurellidae gen. sp.
Arthropoda
Crustacea
Austinograea yunohana
Neoverruca sp.
Carideagen. sp.
Unidentified Mysidacea
Vertebrate

Symphurus orientalis
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Table3 Specieslist of benthic animals collected from the southwest-
ern slope of the Kaikata Seamount.

Porifera
Euplectella sp.
Cnidaria
Pseudocladochonidae gen. sp.
Annelida
Unidentified Polychaeta
Mollusca
Cephalopoda
Sepiolidae gen. sp.
Gastropoda
Calliostona sp.
Mitrella sp.
Solariella sp.
Arthropoda
Crustacea

Scalpellum rubrum
Chacean granulatus
Metaverruca sp.
Poecilasmatidae gen. sp.
Galatheidae gen. sp.
Parapaguridae gen. sp.
Homolidae gen. sp.
Echinodermata
Unidentified Crinoidea
Unidentified Echinoidea
Unidentified Ophiuloidea
Unidentified Comatulida
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