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Development of Braille reading speed in children with

acquired blindness

MUTAGUCHI Tatsumi

(Graduate School of Education, Hiroshima University)

The development of Braille reading speed
in seven children with acquired blindness who
switched from reading printed text to Braille
text after the 4th grade of elementary school
was investigated. Five of them received intensive
training for one year with the aim of acquiring
the ability to use both hands efficiently. Of the
seven children, five achieved reading speed of
about the same level as the average reading
speed congenitally blind children in the sixth
grade who had used Braille text since the first
grade. However, blind children who were enrolled
in a regular school and used printed writing
remained at the second grade level in congenitally
blind children. In the intensive training, the
one-handed reading speed of three of the five
children improved with little difference between
the left and right hands, but two-handed gain
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was not constant. In two children who began
receiving instruction in the sixth grade, reading
had improved greatly after summer vacation,
but a large left-right difference appeared. This
shows that while it is possible to generally reach
the Braille reading speed of congenitally blind
children even if Braille reading is introduced in
the latter years of elementary school, achieving
that is difficult if printed text is normally used,
acquiring skill in shifting to the next line is needed
for two-handed gain to appear, and the reading
speed of the dominant hand only will improve in
cases when there is little intervention from the

instructor.

Key Words: Braille reading speed, children with
acquired blindness, children with congenital blind-

ness, intensive training, two-handed gain





