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Usage of Sentence-final Expression "ja-ne" and Flattening of Preceding Phrases
—Questionnaire to Younger Age Groups in Tochigi —
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Abstract

In this paper, a sentence-end expression "ja-ne" which is preceded by flattened phrases is
analyzed in terms of awareness and actual usage. Young people are aware that the expression is
used by mischievous young men close to them. However 80% of them use the expression
regardless of distinction of sex investigation place or investigation year according to the
question about status of use. The number of user increased from around 2004 or 2005. It is
close to saturation almost between 2009 and 2010. Then "ja-ne" turned into an expression
which everyone in the younger age group uses. Two kind of tendencies are observed in the
investigation of the range of flattening: (i) When the preceding portion has two phrases, the
ratio of the flattening of all two phrases and flattening of only one phrase is almost equal. (ii)
When the preceding portion has more than two phrases, the ratio of the flattening of long

phrases is low, and the ratio of un-flattened utterance increases.
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