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WHO ACT FOR ENVIRONMENT? :
PEOPLE WHO JOIN ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIONS

AOYAGI-USUI Midori

Social and Environmental Systems Division
NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
JAPAN ENVIRONMENT AGENCY
Onogawa 16-2, Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305, JAPAN

We analyze the attributes of people and especially housewives who act for and
join environmental groups. Our hypothesis is that there has been a large increase in
social movement participation among married women, going beyond passive concern.
Social participation by women has been widely discussed in the fields of feminism
and social movement studies. In Japan, for example, Ueno (1994) discussed housewives
who actively join social networks. They belong to upper social class, are highly educated,
and have enough time and income to join. Yazawa and et. al.(1993) made detailed
survey in Yokohama City and sub-urban areas; their conclusion was the most of the
housewives who join network activities had almost the same profile found by Ueno.
The PTA(Parent and Teachers Association) activities of their children's school was the
first opportunity to participate in such social activities.

Data comes from interviews with a nationwide stratified random sample of 5,000
housewives(80.5% of them - 4,025 - responded) , completed in summer, 1990. We
focused on the characteristics of those who joined 'waste management groups'. Some
significant relationships with variables, - 'Husband', 'Occupation’, 'Family income’,
‘Educational stage of children', 'Age' - were found using multiple logit analysis. We
conclude that housewives who join environmental active groups have very similar
attributes as married women in the wider social movement.

Keywords and phrases: environmental actions, social participation, multiple logit

analysis
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