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REVITALIZATION AND CONSERVATION
IN THE MOUNTAINOUS AREA:
A FIELD WHERE A “STRANGER” AS A SCHOLAR
CREATES THE “OPEN CULTURAL SPACE”
WITH LOCAL PEOPLE

MATSUMURA Kazunori

Institute of Health & Sport Sciences
UNIVERSITY OF TSUKUBA
1-1-1 Tenno-dai, Tsukuba, Ibaraki, 305-8574, JAPAN

Recent studies in Environmental Sociology in Japan have shifted their foci from
the various pollutions and (other) environmental problems to the conservation of
everyday life. Along with the focal shift, methodologically, it is increasingly
unsatisfactory to merely look on the practices of life of local people. In this paper, I
offer an alternative perspective on the concept of stranger that aims to objectify the
research agent while relying on self-evident attributes that reside in his/her own body.
This perspective brings us the dynamic inter-play in “Open Cultural Space” (Mandle
and Mandle, 1990; Williams, 1977) among three types of agents: the local people,
those strangers who moved in and permanently settled in the locality, and those strangers
who have their permanent residence elsewhere. In short, researchers who share concerns
for the revitalization of the depopulated area can reach the task by elucidating “tactics”
of as opposed to “strategy” (Michel de Certeau) or bricolage (Lévi-Strauss) of the
local people.

To illuminate my conceptual argument, this paper presents a case of local
conservation movement in the Minami-Aizu region in Fukushima Prefecture, Japan.
By examining a series of events and discourse of various agents in the recent movement,
I discuss the roles of the key players in the interplay and its implications to their cultural
space. In summary, it has become clear that the element of “play” is critical in the
process of the cultural space creation as well as in the practical pursuit of the conservation
movement in the locality.

Keywords and phrases: revitalization, conservation, “stranger,” “open cultural
space”
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