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DECISION-MAKING IN LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL
MOVEMENTS AND CONSENSUS AMONG COMMUNITY
PEOPLE: A CASE STUDY OF THE MOVEMENT
AGAINST THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE NAGARA
RIVER ESTUARY DAM IN X TOWN, GIFU PREFECTURE

ADACHI Shigekazu

Faculty of Education
AICHI UNIVERSITY OF EDUCATION
1 Hirosawa, Igaya-cho, Kariya, Aichi, 448-8542, JAPAN

Recently, many kinds of people interested in natural preservation are involved
in environmental movements in many places due to heightened environmental concerns.
Often in such movements, local community people cooperate with people from outside
the community. But in such cases, decisions by community residents are often fragile.

In this paper, I examine a case in which community residents solidified their
decision-making process. The case is a movement against construction of the Nagara
River Estuary Dam, in X town, Gifu Prefecture. The paper clarifies the decision-making
system adopted by the community residents. Their decision-making system was based
on interactions between the dominant elders (machi-shu) and the younger residents.
These two groups proposed and re-proposed ideas to each other, repeatedly referencing
to “consensus among community people.” Density of interaction between the two groups
was determined by the influence on their ordinary lives. I call this type of decision-
making system “the system of the elders (machi-shu).” This type of decision-making,
I argue, reflects the “vernacular rationality” of the local community, which differs
from the direct-democratic decision-making system usually said to characterize modern
environmental movements.

Keywords and phrases: decision-makings, the system of Machi-shu,consensus

among community people, vernacular rationality
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