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POLLUTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL
CONCERNS IN A TIME OF GLOBAL-LEVEL
ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS
A VIEW FROM AN ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK
OF VICTIMIZERS/VICTIMS RELATIONSHIPS

ITIJIMA Nobuko

Faculty of Social Siences and Humanities
Tokyo Metropolitan University

1-1, Minami-osawa, Hachioji-city, Tokyo

Global-level environmental problems are the result of the aggregation of the intra-
national environmental impacts of human action, a relationship I call “local-global environ-
mental interaction.” In addition, there are substantial differences in the ability of various
populations throughout the world to enjoy a healthy environment, raising concerns about
“environmental injustice.”

Local-global environmental interaction is built upon the results of numerous sociologi-
cal and natural science studies of environmental deterioration within myriad local commu-
nities around the world. Examining global
environmental problems reveals four core factors:

Disparities in modernization (among industries and between urban andrural areas)
Disparities in military power

Ethnic disparities

L A s

Socio-economic disparities
The first of these is the most fundamental; the other three accelerate its effects.
Whereas the fourth factor is strictly a domestic issue, the other three exist both within and
between countries. These core components lead to international environmental dilemmas
in a relationship I refer to as “global social factors for global-level environmental prob-

lems.”

Keywords and Phrases: local-global interaction in the environmental problems, environ-

mental inequality, victimizers-victims relationship in the environment among the world
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