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RESPONSIBILITIES FOR MINAMATA DISEASE
MARUYAMA Sadami

Faculty of Letters
KUMAMOTO UNIVERSITY
40-1, Kurokami 2-chome, Kumamoto 860-8555, JAPAN

Minamata disease is the name given to mercury toxicosis that developed in people who
ate contaminated seafood. Methyl mercury was dumped into the sea as a by-product of
acetaldehyde processing at the Chisso Company Limited industrial plant in Minamata.
From the outset, this company had a history of inflicting damage on the environment. The
1océl community had no control over its business operations.

Measures to prevent further outbreak of Minamata disease should have been taken
once the cause was identified, but no such action occurred. A comprehensive ban on fishing
should have been adopted immediately. The release of polluted water into the sea should
been stopped. But actually, the area of polluted waters expanded and the disease spread
along the entire coastal region. Had a proper ban been imposed at the outset, it is probable
that the disease would have been checked in its early stages.

Efforts by victims to secure reparations from Chisso and the government were not
rewarded fully. Reparations have been tied directly to the disease certification process,
because only persons who have been officially certified can qualify for assistance. This

leaves many suffers outside the aid system.

Keywords and phrases: Minamata disease, industrial pollution, prevention of pollution,

reparation, local community
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