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RE - MEHERMMNE & EREZYE

R3 EXREZYMOBHE - RRLSE - BREOERE

& I3 1980 1985 1990 1995 1996
WHEEE (70 29200 31200 39500 39400 40500
100 107 135 135 139
wLsE () 6800 9100 8900 6900 6800
100 134 131 101 100
AL (%) 233 29.2 225 175 | 16.8
P ] SL B it 5 7058 8503 9912 11279 11683
100 120 140 160 166
ra YU 770 1587 2599 2681 2804
100 206 318 348 364

s [EERE (BFER)] $LUCEEEEEFERKERERAN (19905F%) %6 & ICEK.

R4 REENE (—MEKFER) LEFHRENEHEDHYE

PE i3 1980 1985 1990 1995 1997
FEBENE ({Ekwh) 4850 5840 7376 8557 8950
100 120 152 176 185
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100 194 246 368 386
BFHNEBEOEHE (%) 16.9 272 27.3 34.0 35.6
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R TERFOHB S SVEDOHRE
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THE RADIOACTIVE AND INDUSTRIAL
WASTE PROBLEM FROM
A SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE

HASEGAWA Koichi

Department of Sociology, Graduate School of Arts and Letters,
TOHOKU UNIVERSITY
Kawauchi, Aoba-ku, Sendai, Miyagi, 980-8576, JAPAN

Although Japanese law has treated radioactive waste differently from other types of
industrial waste, both are products of industrial activity that give rise to “down-stream”
problems such as social conflicts over siting and safety issues. This article addresses the
similarities and differences between radioactive and other industrial waste, focusing on the
sociological structure of this issue, in order to discuss possible policy alternatives.

Modern society, based on the mass-production and mass-consumption of goods, has
seen an increase in the amount of radioactive and non-radioactive wastes produced as well
as the accumulation of deadly residues on its periphery. Waste disposal sites, such as the
well-known Rokkasho site, now face serious environmental contamination along with the
resulting societal conflict. As a result, it is becoming more and more difficult to find loca-
tions for either intermediate storage or long-term waste disposal.

I argue that by using industrial waste as a source of energy, as has been done from
biogas and biomass in Denmark and Sweden, the emission of warming gasses, including
CO2, can be reduced. This will also lead to a decrease in the amount of energy generated
from nuclear power, thereby decreasing radioactive waste. I conclude that reducing current
levels of industrial waste production/emission coupled with efficient recycling and resource
generation is one solution to the issue of global warming and a step towards a sustainable,

post-nuclear society.

Keywords: radioactive waste, industrial waste, down-stream, environmental bads, sustain-

able society.
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