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DEVELOPMENT AND TRANSFORMATION
OF A FISHING PEOPLE’ S TREE-PLANTING
MOVEMENT
FROM WATERSHED PROTECTION
TO ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCE CREATION

OBITANI Hiroaki

Graduate School of Arts and Letters
Tohoku University
Kawauchi, Aoba-ku, Sendai, Miyagi, 980-8576, JAPAN

In Japan, tree-planting movements by fishing people have been growing for the past
decade. Most of them plant and nurture broad-leaved saplings near rivers in an effort to
restore the ecological link between the woods, the river, and the sea. In this paper, I con-
duct a case study of “THE FOREST, THE DARLING OF THE SEA,” an early tree-planti-
ng movement that has drawn national attention. This movement was started by oyster
farmers in Kesennuma area in 1989 in response to a dam construction project.

Why has the movement grown and had a strong impact on the project? I draw upon
resource mobilization theory to explore this question in terms of resources, strategies, and
relationships with other actors. In doing so, I clarify the growth and transformation of the
movement’ s character through its interaction with the social environment. In addition, I
point to framing as a key factor in empowering the organization’ s mobilizing potential

and engendering the “positive circulation” of resources and strategies.

Keywords and phrases: “THE FOREST, THE DARLING OF THE SEA” movement,

resource, strategy, framing, “environment and resource creation movement”
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