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A Study about the Relationship between Local People and
the Oriental White Stork in the Tajima District, Hyogo

Prefecture : Reviewing the Terms, Turu” and “Konotori”~

KIKUCHI Naoki

Himeji Institute of Technology/Hyogo Prefectural Homeland for the Oriental White Stork
128 Shou-unji, Toyooka, Hyogo, 668-0814, JAPAN

At present, the project for reintroducing the oriental white stork (Ciconia
boyciana Swinhoe) that has been extinct since 1971 in the wild is ongoing in the Tajima
District, Hyogo Prefecture. Many efforts have been made to preserve the stork popula-
tion and to improve community coexistence with the stork. It seems that the idea of
coexistence with the stork is widely accepted in the Tajima District. Nevertheless, the
storks are thought to be harmful birds because they trampled rice plants. In this situa-
tion, the enlightenment and education of the local people is a necessity in order to coex-
ist. However, it is not clear how the local people have ever been related to the stork.
From a practical viewpoint about this project, it is essential to know how the local peo-
ple (especially farmers) will relate to the stork. The purpose of this paper is to describe
the complexity of the relationship between the local people and the stork in Tajima Dis-
trict.

We approach this matter using a hearing survey. A lot of narrators talk about
the stork in two terms. One is “Turu” (that means the crane scientifically in Japanese) ;
another is “Konotori” (that is stork’s scientific name in Japanese). By reviewing
narratives, we find that “Turu”, the stork is narrated as an existence close to everyday
life in local community ; “Konotori”, the stork is narrated as an object which involves
scientific values such as a protected bird. We pay attention to the meaning of both terms
in order to consider the relationship with the stork.

With “Turu”, there is variable relation ship based on the “degree” of working
with nature. The local people do not only experience the stork itself, they also experience
it as working with nature. The Storks are experienced as a “near” existence to the local
people. With “Konotori”, there is specialized relation ship with the stork based on a
concept of protection, such being the rarity. People who do not share such values’ have
no concern with the stork. The stork has become an object that is “far” from the local
people. )

In the Tajima where which aims at reintroducing the project in the future, the
people-stork relationship will be impossible without the “Konotori”. Restructuring a rela-

tionship which is not limited to the “Konotori”, in the context of modern life style, and
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reconsidering the meaning of working with nature, which made the stork near, becomes

important.

Keywords and phrases : the oriental white stork, reintroducing project, working with nature,

““ ” “ .9
Turu , Konotori
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