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Becoming Outsiders, Becoming Old-Timers :
A Case Study of Situated Learning in an Urban Agricultural Area

INOSE Kohei

Minuma School of Wind (Minukaze)
; University of Tokyo
1-17-12 Motobuto, Urawa-ku, Saitama, 330-0052, JAPAN

Environmental Sociologists have a unique tradition of initiating their arguments by
introducing knowledge of sociology and related studies transversely. At the same time,
they use data from empirical field studies to support and confirm these hypotheses. To-
day, some researchers are trying to update Environmental Sociology by accepting knowl-
edge from other areas of study. On the other hand, Environmental Sociologists base their
arguments on, and create their analytical concepts from, empirical data gathered from
their fieldwork.

In this paper, based on my field experience in Minuma-Tanbo, I will examine signifi-
cance of the outsider, Yosomono, concept as a unique framework of Environmental Soci-
ology. I will discuss the ideas of theory of practice and theory of situated learning de-
rived from cultural anthropology. In the theory of practice, ‘practice’ is understood in
terms of social relations, whilst ‘learning’ in the theory of situated learning is under-
stood, not as change in individual ability, but change at the social and cultural level.

From this viewpoint, I will focus on the Minuma-Tanbo Welfare Farm, in Saitama,
whose activities I help to manage. I will describe the interaction of a variety of human
actors, inside and outside Minuma-Tanbo, in relation to land policy, and explore, as
“situated learning”, the process of “living position” generated through the agricultural ac-
tivities of the farm.

Keywords : Environmental movement, agriculture, outsider, situated learning, Land policy,
Minuma-Tanbo

164

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



