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“A Chain of Injustice”:

An Environmental Justice Perspective on the US Base and Henoko,
Nago-city

KUMAMOTO Hiroyuki

Waseda University
1-24-1, Toyama, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, 162-8644 JAPAN

This paper aims to outline the prevailing issues in Henoko, from the point of view of
environmental justice.

Henoko, Nago-city in Okinawa, agreed to the construction of the US base, Camp
Schwab, in 1959. Since then, the existing facilities of Camp Schwab have become deeply
incorporated into the social structure of Henoko. Therefore, when Henoko was appointed
the prospective site of the relocation facilities of US base, Futenma, the people of
Henoko were confronted by the hardship of not being able to reject the additional US
base.

Environmental justice has two aspects: distributive justice, which places an equal en-
vironmental burden on every local resident, and procedural justice, which allows the
democratic involvement of local residents in the decision making process of environmen-
tal policy. This paper demonstrates the “chain of injustice” existing in Henoko, whereby
distributive injustice causes procedural injustice to the local society, and this phenome-
non then causes further distributive injustice.

In addition, this paper divides procedural justice into the level of institution and the
level of act, and suggests that procedural justice at the level of act should be prioritized
in local society.

The “chain of injustice” in this paper is demonstrated by way of understanding envi-
ronmental justice as an analytical concept.

Keywords: environmental justice, Henoko, construction of controversial facilities, Futenma
Air Base relocation, chain of injustice
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