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1973. 5 EEREET (2@E)
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T s I ELT5 Z ECERL W, ZTob, BAICE-TO MEE] %, &b AE
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How Can Sociology Explain Pain as Damage?:

A Perspective on Nobuko Iijima’s Investigation into SMON Patients

TOMOZAWA Yuuki

JSPS research fellow/University of Tokyo
5-1-5 Kashiwanoha, Kashiwa-shi, Chiba, 277-8563, Japan

In this paper, I re-examine the work of Nobuko Iijima (1938-2001) in which she out-
lined a theory of the social structures of pollution victimization. Nowadays, lijima is
well known as one of the founders of the Japanese Association for Environmental Sociol-
ogy, and recognized as a pioneer of sociological studies on the victims of KOGAI (indus-
trial pollution in modern Japan). Her achievements are considerable. There were two im-
portant stages that led to her attainments: (1) On the master’s course of the Graduate
School of Sociology at the University of Tokyo, Iijima regularly participated in voluntary
meetings of natural scientists and engineers. They helped her clarify the focus of her fu-
ture work, which was to help the victims of environmental pollution. (2) Through a re-
search project with the Laboratory of Health Sociology in the Faculty of Medicine, Iijima
met many subacute myelo-optic neuropathy (SMON) patients. Iijima found that SMON
patients suffered from, not only physical pain, but also mental anguish because of a lack
of understanding from people close to them (family, friends, neighbors, doctors ete.).
Iijima’s theoretical viewpoint highlights another, less visible side of damage. Consequent-
ly, Iijima’s theory of the “social structures of pollution victims” has the potential to be
applied to new cases of environmental pollution, which have not yet manifested visible
signs of damage.

Keywords: KOGAI (Industrial Pollution in Modern Japan), Social Disaster, Damage, Pollu-
tion Victims, Iijima Nobuko
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